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TRADING PARTNERS 

Celebs bank a bargain during charity day 


Fashion has a 
vintage year 

We recreate a look that 
quickly dates you - 
but in a good way pss 


Mo Farah and Lewis Hamilton do the "Mobot" as celebrities and sports stars traded for charity on the anniversary of 
9/11. Among the traders were Steve Coogan, Roger Moore and Princess Beatrice Story and pictures / Pages 4-5 


It has to be 
the Hammers 


wharf.co.uk 


Luxury river bus firm 
sinks without a trace 


■ d:ldJ 


Water Chariots cut fares 


but not soon enough 
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Business leaders line 
up to back clubs’ bid for 
Olympic Stadium pn 


SPECIAL REPORT Will planning deregulation end social housing and fail the homeless? P6 -7 

ft KT Sales <$ Lettings 020 7715 9700 
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TUBE & DLR 

Jubilee line 
closed on Sunday 
between Stratford 
and Finchley Road. 

ROADS 

Greenwich Park is 
closed until October. 


Don’t even 

think of go«ng 

home until 

4.30pm 

when you w" 

check our 

travel update 
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Business as usual now the fun's left town 


T he Olympics and the 

Paralympics have finished. 
Summer only started last week 
and it’s already over. Our fizz has 
gone flat. Our strawberries have gone 
mouldy. 

We tasted the sweet goodness of 
positivity, but the Mexican wave of 
joy that swept through London has 
petered out. This is going to hurt. We 
have collective post-holiday blues. 
This is the winter of our disap¬ 
pointment. 

I have no illusions now. The brief 
break between the Olympics and the 
Paralympics taught us the elation 
was not sustainable. The Olympics 


BLONDE'S 
EYE VIEW 



ANGELA 

CLARKE 


ended to a standing ovation and 
deafening cheers on August 12. 

By 9.30am the following morning, 
London had hardened its heart 
and sworn under its breath at the 
commute, the split rubbish bag it 
tripped over and the jerk who pushed 
in front of it at Starbucks. 

God it’s a relief. It hurts your face 
all that grinning doesn’t it? And I’m 
sure you inhale more toxic smog 
when you’re cheering and laughing. 

It’s just not in Londoners’ genetic 
make up to be so gleeful. We’ve 
evolved to ignore strangers on the 
Tube. We’ve evolved to sit in a pub 
and bitch. We’ve adapted to shoulder 


people out our way, while being 
careful not to touch them. 

The naturally optimistic cross the 
Zone Six border and are shaped by 
the intense irritation of compressed 
humanity till they develop a scorn- 
reflex. Takes about two days. Now 
we know how delightful this city can 
be with fewer people, more tourists 
and pride, now we know what we’re 
missing out on. 

All the happiness has just left us 
unhappier. Typical. Bloody Olympics, 
they can go do one. No, I’m not crying 
- I’ve got smog in my eye. 

Find Angela on twitter: 
@TheAngelaClarke 


Reuters' view 



60 Second Wharf 


Celebs dial up a deal 

Celebrities and Olympic heroes took 
to the phones to raise money for 
charity on the anniversary of 9/11. 

Pages 4-5 

Threat to social housing 

Loosening of planning regulations 
may mean less social housing and 
more homelessness, it is feared. 

Pages 5-6 

Water Chariots sunk 

Staff have been unpaid and services 
suspended as the Water Chariots 
business calls in the receivers. 

Pages 10 


Leaders back Irons bid 

Business leaders in east London have 
thrown their support behind West 
Ham’s bid to take over the stadium. 

Page 11 

Money without morals 

Consumer champion Martin Lewis 
told a Wharf audience that bank 
sales staff lacked a moral compass. 

Pages 13 

Education at the centre 

Charlton academy director Paul Hart 
tells us about a new initiative to put 
his young players into a local school. 

Page 63 



What our writers 
are talking about 

■ For eight glorious weeks I have 
been free from the pre-work 
routine that sees me exhausted 
by the time I reach the office. 

Tabitha Ronson 

■ The thing about ghosts - per¬ 
haps the only thing about ghosts 
- is that they either exist or they 
don't. 

Giles Broadbent 

■ George Osborne getting 
booed at the Paralympics was 
another reminder that politics is 
back after a long summer. 

Jim Fitzpatrick MP 



■ Strong performances by the 
cast in the form of slick dance 
routines and acting give the 
plots depth and believability. 

Beth Allcock 

Corrections &. 
Clarifications 

At The Wharf, we pride ourselves in 
journalism that is honest, accurate and 
fair. 

Our journalists adhere to the 
Editors Code of Practice, which sets 
the benchmark for high professional 
standards and is enforced by the Press 
Complaints Commission. If we do slip up, 
we promise to set the record straight on 
this page in a clear, no-nonsense manner. 

To ask for an inaccuracy to be 
corrected, all you have to do is: 

Phone 020 7293 3681 
Email newsdesk@wharf.co.uk 
Write to The Wharf, Trinity Mirror, One 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 5AP. 

■ The Press Complaints Commission 
(PCC) is the independent body which 
governs the newspaper industry. The 
Code of Practice and details of how to 
lodge a complaint are available from 
Halton House, 20/23 High Holborn, EC1N 
2JD. Website www.pcc.org.uk or email 
complaints@pcc.org.uk. Telephone 020 
7831 0022. Helpline: 0845 600 2757. 


IT 

WANTTO DO SOME SERIOUS NETWORKING ? 

JOIN DOCKLANDS BUSINESS CLUB FOR: 

FIND OUT MORE: 
www.docklandsbusiness.org.uk 

—— 

• Regular free networking events 

Phone: 0207 203 1965 

DCCMLAM04 

SO- <IM CUUB 

• Top flight speakers 

• Member to member on line marketing 

• Low membership rates for local businesses 

Email: dbc@ londonchamber.co.uk 


DOCKLANDS BUSINESS CLUB 


• Annual business awards 

25 YEARS WORKING FOR 

EAST LONDON CHAMBER 

• Free legal advice 

LOCAL BUSINESS 

C«wwiici 7 «*ia i «• e u l • • ? 

Plus many more events and management support services 
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One schoolgirl is amazed to see David Laws pondering his breakfast choices. He was there with Nick Clegg, below 


Guess who's 
coming to 
breakfast? 

PUPILS at Mulberry School for Girls in 
Tower Hamlets had a shock last week 
when returning Cabinet minister 
David Laws and his boss, deputy 
prime minister Nick Clegg, showed 
up for breakfast. 

Mr Laws, who left the Government 
over an expenses scandal, was sent 
to the education department in the 
reshuffle and was quickly rushed 
to the frontline to discuss the Pupil 
Premium with the east London early 
risers. 



We don't want free 
schools to end crisis 


EDUCATION 


Council aims to meet 
surge in demand 
by state provision 
on existing sites 

Beth. Allcock 

@wharf.co.uk 

T ower Hamlets councillors 
have vowed to steer away 
from free schools in favour 
of developing existing sites 
in the borough to meet increasing 
demand for places. 

At a meeting of the authority’s 
Cabinet, members discussed proposals 
to tackle the borough’s rocketing 
population, which will result in a 
38 per cent surge in the number of 
school places needed to accommodate 
children, up until 2022. 

In reality, this means an increase of 
13,000 for the total roll call for pupils 
aged between five and 16, comprised 
of schooling for approximately 7,500 


more pupils in primary schools and 
5,500 secondary school places. 

Councillors agreed the change of 
use of the Professional Development 
Centre, a London School Board 
building, to operate as an annexe of 
Bonner Primary School, as well as 
the relocation of Bow School to an 
enlarged site at Bow Lock. 

Cllr Oliur Rahman, member for 
children’s services, said: “As we are 
committed to building more family- 
sized homes, demand for school places 
grows. 

‘We are working very hard to 
identify possible sites for school places 
for primary and secondary. 

‘This year, 76.5 per cent of Tower 
Hamlets children starting secondary 
school secured a place at their first 
choice and 94 per cent secured at least 
one of their three choices - well above 
the London average. 

“But it is not always possible to meet 
every single demand of parents. 

“Officers work extremely hard to 
allocate places closest to home to 
minimise inconvenience for parents.” 

Both Cllr Rahman and Tower 
Hamlets Mayor Lutfur Rahman stated 
their support for state provision. 


Cllr Oliur Rahman said any attempts 
by schools to opt for academy status 
would be “vigorously resisted”. 

Mayor Rahman said: “I don’t want 
this borough to be swamped by free 
schools and academies.” 

After the meeting children’s services 
spokesman for the opposition Labour 
party, Cllr Bill Turner, said: “It cannot 
be right that over 1,000 school children 
were denied their first 
choice school. 

With many pupils 
forced to travel halfway 
across the borough just 
to get to school the 
mayor must look at 
ways to improve school 
provision. 

“School isn’t just 
where young people go for education 
it is where their friendship groups 
develop and their sports and hobbies 
take place. 

“With the borough estimated to 
spend over a million pounds on home- 
school travel this year surely now is 
the time to face up to the school places 
shortfall affecting the borough and to 
act. The mayor must put in place the 
long-term solutions.” 


Per cent 
surge in 
number 
of school 
places 
required 


NEWS IN 


i:nm j 


Around the region 


Westfield marks 
first anniversary 

STRATFORD Shoppers have 
embraced Westfield Stratford 
City as a new venue to indulge in 
retail therapy, by breaking footfall 
records in the centre's first year. 

About 47million shoppers have 
set foot inside the mall with 
more than one million visiting 
the centre within its first seven 
days of trading, which began on 
September 13, 2011. 

Since then, WSC has clocked 
up 800,000 visitors each week, 
achieving £500 million for the first 
six months in sales. 

Sir Robin Wales, Mayor of 
Newham, said: "Westfield repre¬ 
sents more than just bricks, mortar, 
fabulous shops and restaurants, it 
has been instrumental in helping 
us to transform the lives of our 
residents." 



Phil "The Power" Taylor 


Phil powers back 
to 02 for play-offs 

GREENWICH Phil "The Power" 
Taylor will be returning to The 02 
next year after it was announced 
the McCoy's Premier League Darts 
Play-Offs will be returning. 

The one-night event, which sees 
the top eight battle it out after a 
14-week league season, will take 
place on May 16. 

Last year's play-offs were 
attended by 10,000 fans who saw 
Taylor overcome Australian Simon 
Whitlock in the final. 


Occasional habit 
getting out of 
control? 

When an occasional habit gets out of control, it 
can quickly become an addiction. It can wreck your 
life and the lives of those around you. 



Fortunately, addictions can be treated. 

80% of people on our addictions programme are 
abstinent or improved one year after treatment and 
95% have improved psychological wellbeing*. 

Contact The Priory today to arrange a confidential, 

free addictions assessment: 


Call: 0845 2 774679 

Email: info@priorygroup.com 
Visit: www.priorygroup.com/addictions 

You've come this far, don't back out now. 

The Priory Hospital Roehampton 
Priory Lane, Roehampton, 

London, SW15 5JJ 

The Priory Hospital North London 
Grovelands House, The Bourne, 

Southgate, London, N14 6RA 



P^ICRY 


^Abstinence based on patients across all Priory hospitals who could be contacted 12 months after treatment, 
2011. Psychological wellbeing based on standard outcome metrics for inpatients after seven days of treatment. 
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Done deal as celebs 
turn calls into gold 

Rob Virtue and Beth Allcock mingle with the stars raising money for charity on 9/11 


Rosamund Pike 


S eptember 11 marks a sombre 
day in for many across the 
globe. 

A team at Canary Wharf, 
however, continues to use that famous 
date on the calender for good, raising 
many millions of pounds for charity. 

BGC Partners, based in Barclays’ 
Churchill Place building, lost many 
colleagues in New York in the Twin 
Towers terrorist attack of 2001 and 
each year since has invited celebrities 
to conclude trades, allowing them to 
keep the profits for their chosen good 
causes. 

The event gets bigger every year 


a. 
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Elephant Royale 

Royal Thai Cuisine 

SUNDAY BUFFET (NOON - 4PM) £16 50 
(N Ml SET LUNCH All .SO 
I COURSE EXPRESS LUNCH £.7.50 
OPENING TIMES:* 

MON TtUtftS: NOON 3PM and 5.30PM 10.30PM 

' 

SATURDAY SPOON - 12PM SUNDAY; NOON - 10 OOPM 


RJ\TRFRO\T BH 
UVL Mt SK (RED SAT) 
AJ. FRESCO DOOM 


am FITCHES 
POLTNKStA* COCKTAIL tLAk 
mn ATT CAM PARK 




_ V 

iff* 

‘O 

wwm 1 


020 7987 7999 

WMNLEI.EPHANTROYAULCOM 
Locke's Wharf, Wettferr > KU 
Eli 3WA 

DLR ISLAND GARDENS 

.Also at Gants lull Tel 020 HSSO Hm 6 


and this Tuesday saw Olympic heroes 
line up alongside Hollywood idols and 
glamour models. 

Sir Roger Moore was raising 
money for Variety and said afterwards 
he was glad to have chosen trading in 
Bond rather than trading in bonds as 
a career. 

“I haven’t got a clue what I was 
doing,” he said. “How people can deal 
with that much pressure I’ll never 
know. Acting is a lot easier.” 

He said he remembered clearly 
where he was on the day of the New 
York attacks. “I was in my house in 
Monaco,” he said. “It didn’t seem real. It 
was more like watching a bad disaster 
movie and the reality set in very 
quickly.” 

Olympic heroes including Mo 
Farah also proved popular guests, 
while Lewis Hamilton, fresh from his 
Formula One success at the weekend, 
dropped by to raise money. 

Still buzzing from his Olympic long 
jump gold medal Greg Rutherford 
made deal after deal between being 
mobbed by London 2012 fans among 
the traders. 

“I think I just did a trade for 10 
billion rupees, which I’m guessing is a 
lot,” he said. 

He said he was amazed by the 
adoration from fans since his success 
in the Olympic Stadium. 

“Before the Olympics I used to rarely 
get recognised, perhaps sometimes 
by a couple of my neighbours down 
the road,” he said. “Sometimes if I did 
well in a televised athletics meeting 
someone would occasionally stop me 
in the street. 

“Now it’s totally different. People 
everywhere stopping me and saying 
well done and wanting to shake my 
hand and have their picture taken 
with me. 

“I’ve been home about four nights 
since that night in the stadium. It’s 
been a whirlwind. To be honest I don’t 
know if I’ve still got a family or a dog 
there. 

“I had a holiday booked for straight 



Steve Coogan raises money for the Rainbow Trust 

after the Games but had to cancel it as 
I have had so much promotional work 
to do.” 

Rutherford was raising money for 
Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research, 
whose chairman of fundraising is 
Alastair Campbell. 

Campbell said: “My best friend 
had leukemia and that’s what got 
me involved with the charity. Gary 
Lineker is also involved because of 
his son and when I was at the Olympic 
Park I ran into Dani King and Greg 
Rutherford and got them to sign up.” 

The former adviser to Tony Blair 
remembers September 11 clearly. 

“I was in Brighton with Tony in 
a hotel when it happened,” he said. 

“What did he do? You’ll have to read 
my latest diaries to find out.” 

Meanwhile, Steve Coogan, raising 
money for Rainbow Trust, a charity 
that helps children who are suffering 
from life threatening illnesses, was 
hailed “a natural” by traders after one 
successful deal. 

“I love the drama here,” said the 
comedian. “I like the pressure and 
being an adrenalin junkie I would have 
loved to have done this for a job.” 




Princess Beatrice gets into the drama of the day's trading 


Alastair Campbell 
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Model Nancy Sorrell turns the desks into a makeshift catwalk 


CAPTAIN'S INNINGS 



■ It was former England cricket captain 
Andrew Strauss first experience of trading at 
BGC charity day. 

"It is an amazing day," he said. "It's a huge 
opportunity to raise money for some great 
charities, including my chosen charity the 
Batten Disease Family 
Association, that funds 
research into the disease. 

"It is going to benefit 
hugely from a day like 
today and that's great. 

"They tell me I am OK 
at trading - I think the 
deals had been nicely 
teed up for me by the 
traders. 

"It's a very difficult 

language and you're talking about something 
you don't know about - there are a lot of 
decimal points and I'm not quite sure what it 
all means." 

Talking about his future plans, he said: "I 
am looking forward to the future. I don't 
know exactly what it holds but I am looking at 
exploring opportunities." 

■ Paul O'Grady also shared his thoughts 
of his first time at BGC, raising money for 
Battersea Dogs and Cats home alongside 
chihuahua Betty, a former resident. 

"I am selling away but I don't know what 
I'm talking about. I might have just donated a 
kidney," he joked. 

"This is all hieroglyphics to me, but it's 
fantastic. I thought I would be good at this 
because I used to have a market stall, but it's 
all different." 


■ BBC sports pundit John Inverdale is a 
familiar face at the BCG event, after attending 
for the past six years. 

He said: "I am doing this for the Children 
in Crisis charity and also the Rainbow Trust. I 
traded a deal for f500million today. 

"I have never really understood how the 
whole thing works but I am happy that it 
does." 



British Olympic cycling gold medalist Dani King rests her legs 



Pm a superstar 
at this trading 

FRESH from rehearsals for Jesus Christ 
Superstar, Andrew Lloyd Webber, 

pictured, was trading to raise funds 
for Haven House. 

“It has been great fun,” said the 
multi-millionaire. “I have done four 
trades and did a trade for £500million 
and I thought that was a bit cheap.” 

He said: “Jesus Christ Superstar 
opens in nine days time, it is a great 
cast and it is going to be very rock, 
it’s not just going to be some sort of 
theatre show.” 

Other VIPs doing the deals included 

Princess Beatrice and her mother, the 
Duchess of York, Harry Rednapp. 
Rosamund Pike and Jo Brand. 



London 


QUEEN ELIZABETH 

-<a*g) 


WHAT'S NEW! 





TRATFORD 

TOWER OF LONDON 



FREE 


Area guide to exploring Greenwich, Docklands 
and more of east London by DLR, in Time Out 
September 13 issue 


<flST°nS CIMSTAB 2012 

^ - Exclusive Christmd$i>ackage 

ciMPflonf cl wnr mp for just £45.00 


• Free drinks between 6-11 pm 

Single house spirits & mixer, 
selected draught beers, house 
wines and soft drinks. 

• Professional DJ playing all your 
party favourites 

• A delicious Christmas buffet 

• Party hats, crackers and poppers ^ 

We also offer tailor made 
Christmas packages * 

which Include. 

• Exclusive hire availability 

• Your choice ot buffet food & drinks - 



Also available to download at 

www.dlr.co.uk 


Docklands 
Light Railway 


• Your choice of buffet food A drinks JA* ^Rwir 

We are taking bookings now *o to avoid ♦ 
dbappointrmn! contact u* to reserve your • flflMPfKjflt* 
party date A booking deposrt ol 15 per person ^ n 

Is required and the balance cs payable 3 weeks r tl C Ml 0 T 

in odvance of the event ^ £.£5 \ 

For bookings tel. 0207 537 3903 * 

Astons Champagne 1 Wine Bar 1 187 Marsh Wall London Cl 4 9SH 
manogervtas tons bar.com www.astonsbar.com 
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UNIVERSITY 

proBTEss 

1 Bk 393your career 

in project and programme management 

MSc Engineering Project and Programme Management, 
offered at our Medway Campus, is ideal if you want 
to climb the career ladder or enter this specialist field 
at a high level. It’s strong on leadership and change 
management and will help you master the latest project 
management tools and techniques. 

Attend a free information session near our 
Greenwich Campus: 3 or 4 October, 6-8pm 

Book your place today at 
www.gre.ac.uk/enginfo 

No.l for teaching excellence in London*. 

E-mail: info-eppm-msc@gre.ac.uk 

*Sunday Times University Guide 


Working Mum / Page 55 


BOOK YOUR AREA NOW FOR MATCHES AND 
GET 20% OFF YOUR PRE-ORDERED 
BOTTLES 


WEST INDIA QUAY 
LONDON E14 4AY 
0207 515 8549 
VIA-EVENTS@TCG-UK.COM 



Will a reform of 
planning rules 
give developers 
all the power? 

Rob Virtue investigates a threat to social housing levels 


G overnment plans that could tempo¬ 
rarily halt developments with a mix 
of social classes have been condemned 
by experts and politicians in east 

London. 

Last week’s announcement proposes to 
allow developers to appeal against a council’s 
affordable housing requirements if they make 
schemes unviable. 

The Government hopes the proposal, due to 
go to consultation, will kick start 75,000 stalled 
schemes. 

However, critics have rounded on the plan, 
particularly in east London boroughs where 
waiting lists for social housing easily run into 
five figures. They say lists could get longer while 
developments in the area could 
exclude lower paid workers. 

Labour MP for Greenwich and 
Woolwich Nick Raynsford said: 

“Look at Greenwich Millennium 
Village and the mixed commu¬ 
nities there. There’s a range of 
people. Some well-off with jobs 
at Canary Wharf and others with 
modest incomes, all in the same 
community with no differential 
in quality of homes. 

“That’s all put at risk if it’s not 
possible for councils to determine 
their own percentage.” 

Mr Raynsford, a former housing minister, 
accused the Government of poor judgment. He 
cited recent huge rises in profits for the UK’s 
major housebuilders as evidence these firms 
were still making money. 

He said it was down to councils to take a 
stand against the Government’s proposal by 
rejecting schemes that do not have a decent 
quota of affordable housing. 

“If sensible councils assess the viability of the 
schemes and see the mix of private, affordable 


and social as not good enough then they should 
reject them,” he said. “It would then go to the 
planning inspectorate which would do its own 
tests and there would be a sound appraisal. 

‘This all takes time and the last thing devel¬ 
opers want to do is have lengthy appeals. My 
hope is that councils will be robust.” 

The Isle of Dogs, in particular, could be 
affected by the Government proposal. One 
developments at Asda in Crossharbour 
was recently rejected after falling short on 
affordable housing levels. 

Blackwall and Cubitt Town Conservative 
councillor Peter Golds has long campaigned 
for such developments to be halted until health 
and education resources catch up. 

He said he hoped the proposals, 
which also include a relaxation 
in section 106 contributions that 
developers pay for social infra¬ 
structure, would not be allowed 
for the Island. 

“I don’t believe the Government 
or the planning inspectorate will 
allow developments that are not 
sustainable,” he said. “As well as 
Asda we’ve got Skylines coming, 
which has 200 homes, now an 
application for the Audi site at 
Marsh Wall which is huge - then 
there’s City Pride and Island 
Point, while we have no school provisions and 
no new medical facilities. 

‘The Government has to look at this and I 
will be writing to the minister.” 

As for the principle of relaxing guidelines on 
the level of social housing, he said: “I believe in a 
housing mix. Research from China to California 
and back has shown the best housing devel¬ 
opment is one representative of the area.” 

At Newham’s Anchor House, which gives 
sheltered accommodation to London’s 



Robust: Nick Raynsford 


Roll-out 'will go superfast' 


BROADBAND 


Giles.Broadbent 

@wha rf.co.uk 

MOVES to change planning 
regulations may speed up 
the roll-out of superfast 
broadband, high on the 
wishlist of Tech City entre¬ 
preneurs and Docklands 
residents. 

The new culture secretary 
has unveiled a raft of 
proposals to cut red tape 
which threatened to hamper 
plans to turn east London into 
a world-class hi-tech cluster. 

Councils will be forced to 
accept street cabinets which 
means telecoms companies 
can respond quicker to 



demand and push ahead 
with infrastructure projects. 
Making the upgrade simpler 
and cheaper would mean the 
project could roll out “faster 
and further,” according to the 
Department of Culture, Media 
and Sport. 


Maria Miller took over 
from Jeremy Hunt as culture 
secretary in the Cabinet 
reshuffle. 

She said: “The Government 
means business and we are 
determined to cut through the 
bureaucracy that is holding 
us back. 

“Superfast broadband is 
key to boosting economic 
growth, but the delivery 
of this vital business infra¬ 
structure is being held up in 
the planning system, jeopard¬ 
ising the country’s economic 
recovery.” 

The changes would also 
make it easier for telecoms 
companies to dig up the 
streets to instal cable. 
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CASE STUDY 

AHMED Aboker, pictured, has 
been on the list for social rented 
accommodation for two years 
in Newham, where the average 
wait is seven years. 

Currently living in Anchor 
House, temporary accom¬ 
modation in Canning Town, 
he wants the independence of 
living in a one-bedroom home. 

The outlook is bleak with a 
change in benefits allowance for 
the under 35s meaning fewer 
homes are available. 

"Every week homes come 
up on the Newham Council 
website to bid for," said 
Ahmed, who is 32, and has lived 
in Newham for 15 years. "Some 
weeks there are 14, some 
there are as few as three. 
Sometimes there are 
200 to 300 people in 
front of you, at other 
times its 600." 

Ahmed, who 
moved in to Anchor 
House in 2010, 
worked on the 
Olympics and has 
gone back to signing 
on while he looks 
for more work. 

"I've still got five 
years to go till the 
average waiting time 
but it could be much 
longer," said Ahmed. 

"There will be a lot more 
people coming on to the 
housing lists because of 
the announcement. And 
some people have priority 
so go in front of me." 


From previous page 

homeless, chief executive Keith Fernett sees the 
need for more social housing first-hand. 

He believes the Government’s proposal is 
short sighted. 

‘The housing crisis in London is so great 
any housing is to be welcomed but this doesn’t 
cater for the bottom 25 per cent of society,” he 
said. “Where do the people in shops or those 
who clean the streets go who cannot afford 
the homes? That’s why there is an explosion of 
homelessness.” 

He said Newham currently had 35,000 
people on the waiting list for a council 
house with an average wait of around 
seven years. 

“In fairness, it will bring sites into 
play that might have been uneco¬ 
nomical beforehand. If they can 
sell the homes for £400,000 rather 
than rent at a £200,000 value 
I it will make great economic 
sense to them. It will 
encourage more housing 
-but for who?” 
wk 1 The Government, 
meanwhile, says a 
I £300million investment 
I into the affordable 
I housing industry will 
compensate for the 
changes. 

* Prime Minister David 
Cameron said: “Some of 
the proposals are contro¬ 
versial; others have been 
a long time in coming. 
But along with our 
housing strategy, they 
provide a comprehensive 
plan to unleash one of 
the biggest homebuilding 
programmes this country has 
seen in a generation.” 



GETTY 



Members of the public stroke a police horse in the Olympic Park during the recent Paralympic Games 


Everything 
should be 
conning 
up roses... 


MANURE from police horses 
used during the Olympics and 
Paralympics is being used to 
fertilise Newham's parks. 

The Metropolitan police 
stabled 52 horses near Wanstead 
Flats that patrolled the Olympic 
Park every day during the 
Games. 

The first load of manure - all 
4.3 tonnes of it - has been 
delivered to a council depot in 
Beckton. 


It will be used in Newham's 
parks on the rose and shrubs 
beds as a fertiliser and soil 
conditioner. 

A Newham Council 
spokesman said: "We believe 
in spreading a little happiness. 
We have got some of the best 
parks in the country and this will 
enhance them even further." 

Police horse waste usually 
goes for the manufacture of 
agricultural fertiliser. 


www.thecarbuyingcompany.co.uk 


The Car Buyim Company 

■ O /T t*yt more tr‘$ not ■ 



email: info@thecarbuyingcompany.co.uk 


In your local High Street! 

Cars bought for cash*, NO FEES! Don’t part exchange, be a cash buyer! 

We buy any make, any model, any year! Absolutely no fees for any service! 


Fiat - Ferrari - Lada - Land Rover - Mazda - Mercedes - Peugeot - Porsche - Renault - Rolls Royce 


Try us! You may be surprised by our offer! 


If you are part exchanging 

Step 1: Take your car to a dealership and get a price on your exchange 
Step 2: Contact us for a price or for an outcall valuation at your premises 
Step 3: Go back to the dealer and get a cash discount off your new car or if you just want 
to sell please contact us! 

Step 4: We pick bought cars up all over London & suburbs! 



0845 600 8766 (local call rates) 

Please call for your nearest branch or go on 
the website and send the vehicle details to us 
by filling out the application 

Opening hours: 

Monday to Friday: 12pm - 6pm - Saturday: 12pm - 5pm - Sunday: 12pm - 4pm 

Valuers on the road everyday, 
all day and evening all over London & suburbs 

‘paid by cash, bankers draft or monies paid directly into your account 


Monthly lottery for VIP seats in our 
VIP Suite at the fantastic 02 Arena! 


This months lottery is for: Jesus Christ 
Superstar, 21st - 23rd September 2012, 
VIP Suite seats 
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Event 

Colourful armada to race up the river 


Fitness 

Bid for hi-tech 
gym near The 02 

O A LEISURE operator has 
applied for planning 
permission to open a 
state-of-the-art gym on the 
ground floor of 6 Mitre Passage, 
neighbouring The 02. 

Greenwich Leisure Ltd, which 
runs centres across London, wants 
a gym that would be "the most 
technologically advanced space" 
the social enterprise has ever 
offered. 

The 12-storey building currently 
houses tenants including 
Greenwich Council and a serviced 
office business centre but its 
ground floor - earmarked for retail 
- remains empty. 

People 

Top civil servant 
joins university 

ONE of the country's top 
civil servants. Sir Nicholas 
Macpherson, pictured, is to 
become a visiting professor 
at Queen Mary, University of 
London, in Mile End. 

The Permanent 
Secretary to the 
Treasury will give a 
major lecture and 
provide teaching 
support. 

Historian and 
director of the 
Mile End Group Dr Jon Davis said: 
"No-one is better placed to explain 
the recent history of Britain's 
economic governance." 


AN international fleet of 
highly-decorated boats 
and rowers will descend 
on the River Thames this 
weekend for a 21-mile spectacle of 
colour. 

A starting list of 320 vessels, 
ranging from four to 18-seater 
boats, will embark on The Jubilee 
Great River Race on Saturday. 

Departing from Millwall 
riverside, the 2,500 competitors 
- many clad in fancy dress - will 
navigate a course that finishes up 
with a grand party in Richmond. 

Race co-ordinator Angie Mullin 


said the challenge had become 
a "huge" event on the rowing 
calendar during the past 25 years. 

She said: "It is competitive, but it 
is also a good day out on the river. 

"It is a real mix of entries - our 
youngest competitors are 10 and 
it goes right up to the oldest crew, 
in a boat called Viking, where I 
believe they are all in their 80s." 

Crowds can soak up the race 
atmosphere on the banks of the 
Thames or at the finishing line 
in Richmond, where children's 
activities will also be on offer. 

Goto grea tri verra ce. co. uk. 





Legacy 

Health centre to 
recognise founder 

THE health centre at the 
heart of the London 2012 
Athletes' Village will be 
renamed after the father 
of the Paralympic movement. Sir 
Ludwig Guttmann, 
pictured. 

The polyclinic 
will eventually 
become the Sir 
Ludwig Guttmann 
Health Centre 
serving the new East Village. 

Daughter Eva Loeffler said: "My 
father would have been honoured 
to know that the legacy of the 
London 2012 Games would include 
a polyclinic that bore his name." 




MALL 


HTSW 


Bargains, happenings, deals, sales 


DINNER Plateau will host an Isle of Dogs 
Community Fund dinner when top chefs 
will put together a "Best of British" 
Festival. Phil Thompson, Chris Eden, Paul 
Foster and Plateau's Allan Pickett will 
prepare a course each at the event on 
Monday. Go to plateau-restaurant.co.uk. 

WATCH THIS SPACE 

Charles Fish & Zenith offer 
exclusive look at latest Pilot Collection 
and vintage pieces today and Fri at 
Canada Place pop-up. 

@the_wharf 




OFFER Reebok 
Canary Wharf is 
pushing its "best 
promotional 
offer ever" - no 
joining fee and 
free personal 
training session. 
Scan the code for 
details. 



Planning 

Mega-mosque 
scheme is revived 

PLANS to build a 12,000- 
capacity mega-mosque 
near the Olympic site have 
been revived. 

The controversial project has 
been postponed several times due 
to protests but Newham Council 
has confirmed it is expecting 
another bid. "We will then start a 
formal consultation process," said a 
spokesman. 

Proposed in 1999 by the Tablighi 
Jamaat group, the mosque would 
have 40ft minarets, a library, and 
300 car parking spaces. 

Worship currently happens on 
the site at pre-fab buildings which 
5,000 people regularly attend. 


FRENCH FASHION 

Longchamp to open Westfield 
Stratford City store 
@LDNfashion 


STEAK NIGHT After 
a hard week at 
work, treat yourself 
to a Friday night 
steak at Smollen- 
sky's. A juicy, locally- 


sourced rib eye cut 
will be served up 
with a bottle of 
Becks or a standard 
glass of wine for 
just £14.95. 




JOIN US FOR OUR 

CHRISTMAS 

SHOWCASE 

TUESDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 12PM ’TIL 2PM 


SAMPLE OUR XMAS MENU 
FREE GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE 


20% DISCOUNT 

ON FOOD & PRE-ORDERED DRINKS 

WHEN YOU BOOK YOUR PARTY BY THE 31ST AUGUST 


HENRY'S 


TO BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS PARTY NOW PLEASE CONTACT EMANUELA 
ON 0207 515 8361 OR EMAIL CANARYWHARFEVENTS@TCG-UK.COM 

www.henryscafebar.co.uk 


SALE SALE SALE 
SALE SALE 


BEDS, BLINDS, CURTAINS AND 
FLOORING 

Open as normal during the Olympics 
Car Park at rear of store 

Sales and big promotions in store now! 



Gallery 


0800 716 783 

470 - 480 Roman Road, London, E3 5LU 
www.abbottsflooring.co.uk 
















































BRITISH AIRWAYS 


Aberdeen from 
London City Airport. 
Up to 3 times a day. 

With flights to 
Aberdeen, Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, we 
connect Scotland's 3 
main business hubs 
with one of London's. 

Book at ba.com/ 
londoncity 



With a check-in time 
of just 15 minutes* 
taking the high road 
to Scotland really will 
get you there sooner. 

To Fly. To Serve. 


CityAirport 


© 


*15 minute check-in for hand baggage only, 20 minute check-in for baggage in the hold. 
Aberdeen flights start 24th September 2012. Service operated by BA CityFlyer. 
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Air Line hits 
1m flights in 
Games rush 


RIVER 


LAUNCHING the new cable car in 
time for the Olympics and Paral¬ 
ympics has reaped results with the 
cross-river flyer notching up one 
million passengers in nine weeks. 

The Emirates Air Line provided 
an accessible connection between 
Excel and the North Greenwich arena 
during the Paralympics continuing 
the boom in numbers seen during 
the Olympics. In all, more than 
20,000 passenger flights each day 
since the start of the London 2012 
Games. 

Mayor of London Boris Johnson 
said: "Not only has this iconic new 
transport link opened up access to 
the Royal Docks Enterprise Zone, 
but its stunning panoramic views as 
it soars across our city skyline have 
proved a star attraction." 

Jonathan Fox, director of 
Docklands Light Railway, said: "We 
are very pleased with the positive 
response the Emirates Air Line has 
received so far." 

TfL lets off 
Games lanes 
trespassers 

EM 

TRANSPORT Commissioner Peter 
Hendy has said TfL won't be issuing 
penalty charge notices for people 
who drove in Games lanes. 

Reporting to the London Assembly 
on the success of the Olympics, he 
said he was grateful to Londoners 
for following travel advice. 

He said: "We have all demon¬ 
strated with the transport system 
- and with everyone who lives an 
works in London - that actually 
when it comes to putting on the 
world's biggest sporting event we 
can do it." 

He said those who broke traffic 
regulations should expect a fine 
but "you haven't got a ticket if you 
drove in a Games lane because you 
might have done it by accident. 
People in London are profoundly 
sensible so we thought for our part 
we would not issue a large number 
of PCNs." 

Comment / Page 55 


Wages unpaid as river 
bus service shuts down 


I MEM 



Water Chariots were meant to transport Games visitors to an exclusive side entrance to the Olympic Park 


Luxury service fails 
to find customers 
and 15-year plan 
ends within weeks 

Giles.Broadbent 

@wharf.co.uk 

T he Limehouse cut may only 
be three feet deep along much 
of its length but the dream of 
providing luxurious travel to 
Stratford from Limehouse Basin has 
sunk without a trace. 

A fleet of boats had been commis¬ 
sioned for £3million to ply the unused 
Lee waterway but, like other pop-up 
projects, customer numbers failed to 
materialise. 

The pricing structure of the Water 
Chariots had been criticised from the 
outset - £95 for the 40 minutes return 
and much more to hire one of the 
17 smaller corporate boats - but the 
operators had pitched their scheme 
as more than A to B transport, with 
champagne en route and a private 
“side entrance” to the park. 

Initial crisis measures had seen the 
£95 price tag slashed to £20 from early 
August but, from the middle of last 
week, Water Chariots announced: “Due 
to events beyond our control and until 
further notice, we regret that [we] will 
not be taking any further booldngs.” 

That same day the receivers were 
called in and reports later suggested 
that a new company was formed 
under the same name but operated by 
River Subco Ltd leading to confusion 
for creditors and employers still owed 
money. 

Jeff Price said that he was owed 
wages and was unable to find anyone 
to contact. He said: “Over £800 is a lot 
of money to me and my family and has 
left me unable to pay my mortgage.” 

Another former employee said: “I 
was told there would be 1,000 people 


£95 

Original price for a ticket 

£20 

Price after August 9 

walking through the doors every day; 
this was quite the opposite. It was dead 
and had no atmosphere whatsoever.” 

Passenger Peter Hills, coming from 
the other terminal in Tottenham Hale, 
said: ‘There was a barrier across the 
canal and we were dumped on the 
towpath. We had a two-mile walk to 
the nearest gate.” 

This is a far cry from the original 
“romantic” aspiration of founder 


Peter Coleman who raised the idea 
with the Olympic Delivery Authority 
in 2007 and tendered for the service 
from its partner in the scheme British 
Waterways - now the Canal and 
River Trust - for the duration of the 
Olympics to October. BW commended 
the “sound business plan”. 

Public money was put towards 
towpath improvements and accessible 
embarkation points which will serve 
as part of the park legacy. 

At the time Mr Coleman said: “If 
you have paid for a once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences, why not take a stress- 
free, reliable and uncongested journey 
straight to the park.” 

Mr Coleman appointed equity 
investor Bill Doughty as CEO to bring 
the idea to fruition and the highlight 
was the naming of one of the 13 large 
vessels Usain Boat by Prince Charles 
and the Duchess of Cornwall in July. 

Mr Doughty told The Wharf before 
the collapse that he was only involved 
because of legacy of the service. The 
Olympics were just the start of a 



Injured veteran Scott Ransley is 
instructed by manager of Water 
Chariots Peter Coleman 


15-year scheme to link the Stratford to 
the Thames and to Tottenham. 

The legacy project to use Limehouse 
Basin was with British Waterways 
Marinas Ltd, a private company, which 
said this week it was waiting for infor¬ 
mation from the administrator. 

The Canal and River Trust said 
it was not party to any business 
decisions by Water Chariots but “we 
are reviewing all options and hope the 
Lee will flourish as a new centre for 
leisure boating in London”. 


ACE-FX 


GOING AWAY THIS AUTUMN? 


DON T FORGET YOUR TRAVEL MONEY! 

AT ACF Ft TMFRF A»F COMMON FFFS CMARGf < /J*T UMUFATAAI F RATFt 


CANADA SQUARE 020 7513 1925 CAROT PLACE 020 7719 1313 





mmmmi 




tyls lor ths stylish 


9 TORamlkil Mb 


Bring this voucher with you and receive 

25% OFF 

your first visit. 


Call us today or book online! j 

pfndon E14 9GE 
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What's On 

Reggae MIHI 
changed 
my life 

Plus E 1 1B 

Greenwich 
launches 
season 



Food 



We test the restaurant in 
UK's most expensive hotel 


Business leaders 
back stadium bid 


LEGACY 


West Ham win 
support and put 
up money to 
ensure tenancy 

Giles.Broadbent 

@wharf.co.uk 

W est Ham have 
secured the 
backing of a 
number of key 
east London business leaders 
in their quest to take over the 
Olympic Stadium. 

Liam Kane, chief executive 
of the East London Business 
Alliance, and Kevin Murphy, 
CEO of the Excel Centre in 
Docklands are just two who 
have lined up behind the 
Irons’ bid. 

Mr Kane said: ‘West Ham 
have been at the heart of east 
London for longer than I care 
to remember. 

“A move to the Olympic 
Stadium would not only allow 
all the fans who can’t get 
tickets now to see the games 
but, more importantly, the 
jobs generated by the move, 
would be very welcome to the 
residents of the area. 



The Paralympic Games closing ceremony in Stratford 


West Ham United’s bid to 
become anchor concession¬ 
aires would guarantee a busy 
stadium on a bi-weekly basis, 
thus ensuring businesses in 
the local area continue to 
flourish. 

“Having Premier League 
football in Stratford would 
also ensure it keeps its global 
reputation, which in turn 
brings greater exposure and 
value to the commercial 
appeal of the park. 

West Ham’s bid also 
promises to create hundreds 
of new jobs to further boost 
our local economy. Put simply, 
I cannot see any viable alter¬ 
native.” 

Mr Murphy said: “West Ham 
United have played a pivotal 


role in the local community 
for a great many years, 
making a major contribution 
to the social regeneration of 
east London. 

“No one is better placed to 
take hold of the legacy baton 
after the Games and be at the 
heart of a lively and busy 
Olympic Stadium.” 

West Ham are hot favourites 
to win the rental deal to be 
unveiled next month but have 
still offered a premium price 
- believed to be ElOmillion a 
year - to win over doubters 
at the London Legacy Devel¬ 
opment Corporation. 

Rival bids include a plan to 
stage Formula One, a bid from 
Leyton Orient and one from a 
football business college. 


Sculpture gift to mark Games 


ART seems to be filling the 
void left by the departure 
of the Olympics and 
Paralympics. 

Woolwich, home to the 
shooting at London 2012, 
saw the unveiling of a 
statue of Nike, presented by 
the Ancient City of Olympia 
last week. 

The four-metre high 
representation of the 
Greek Goddess of Victory 
will stand in front of the 
Dial Arch pub at Woolwich 
Arsenal. 

Since 1996 the Ancient 
City presents a statue to the 



k & m 


Olympic host city at the end 
of the Games. 

Speaking at Sunday's 
unveiling Greenwich council 


leader Chris Roberts said: 
"The arrival of Nike is an 
important contribution to 
the cultural legacy of these 
Games." 

Meanwhile, Tuesday will 
see the launch of KREOD 
outside The 02. The piece 
of art by Chun Qing Li sees 
three pods, resembling 
huge seeds, made up of 
interlocking hexagons. 

It will be launched 
on Tuesday at the area 
which saw this summer's 
gymnastics, basketball 
finals and wheelchair 
basketball. 



Life 

Kirsten 
Dunst and 
the look of 
yesteryear 

Plus 

Howto 
keep fit 


Plus 

Our new-look 

Comment 

page including 

Working Mum, 
Political View 

and highlights 
from our blogs 


Our 2 year fixed 
rate mortgage 

- with no product fee 

3.29 0/o 4.0 0/o 4.0% 


fixed until 31/10/2014 


variable thereafter is the overall cost 
for comparison 


Rate available for new purchases only, when you borrow up to 
60% loan to value. Early repayment charges apply until 
31/10/2014. Rates can be withdrawn at any time. 


Si Talk to us in branch 
0 Visit rbs.co.uk/two 

® Call us on 0800 529 8943 

(Minicom 0800 404 6160) 


YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT 
KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE 


ope 

a* Kdj 

The Royal Bank of Scotland 
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Children at the opening day of the new rural arts centre get up close and personal with countryside skills - and inhabitants - at Stepney 



Charity to open 
new classroom 

DEPTFORD Volunteers at a 
boating charity are preparing 
to celebrate their achievements 
with the official unveiling of the 
centre's new facility. 

The Ahoy Centre, in Borthwich 
Street, is holding its Supporters 
Day on September 20. 

Builders have finished 
construction on a new training 
building at the site, which will 
offer classrooms for school 
groups, an area to launch Ahoy's 
apprenticeship scheme and a dry 
rowing training room. 

Go to ahoy.org.uk. 

Women prepare 
for moonlit walk 

GREENWICH Women will take 
to the streets for an evening 
walk to support a hospice. 

The first Moonlit Walk will 
follow a 10km circular route, 
starting and finishing at Bexley- 
heath on Saturday. 

Moonlit Walk sponsor Keith 
Payne said: "Greenwich and 
Bexley Community Hospice is our 
local charity and [its] good work 
is immeasurable." 

Email fundraising 
teamgbch.org.uk. 


Deal helps 
farm grow 
new crop of 
enthusiasts 


VISITORS to Stepney City Farm can 
explore a new rural arts centre and 
animal barn this autumn following 
funding from Crossrail. 

The company is using a third of the 
farm’s land for tunnel construction to 
create one of Europe’s largest under¬ 
ground caverns, which will house 
the railway’s two eastern branches to 
Shenfield and Abbey Wood. 

Tower Hamlets Mayor Lutfur 
Rahman officially opened the barn 
and craft centre, where youngsters 
can learn pottery, ironmongery and 


woodwork skills, on Saturday. The 
facilities provide classrooms for 
community courses and space to sell 
produce including vegetables, eggs 
and jam. 

Andrew Wolstenholme chief 
executive of Wharf-based Crossrail, 
said: ‘With the support and agreement 
of Stepney City Farm, Crossrail has 
been able to progress tunnelling 
for the new railway by temporarily 
using land which will be returned for 
the benefit of the local community 
following completion of the works.” 


Tower Hamlets Mayor Rahman said: 
‘We are working closely with Stepney 
City Farm and Crossrail to help 
minimise the impacts and maximise 
the benefits for the local community 
during Crossrail’s construction phase. 

“Crossrail provides transport and 
economic benefits to the area and 
we support its work and I know that 
Crossrail’s funding of the animal barn 
and rural craft centre will provide 
even greater long lasting benefits for 
the local community.” 

Beth Allcock 


m rn iwt/t s ,8f ■ 

playsstay 



Find us on 

Facebook 


Fallow #atoftllve an Twitter 
to keep up to dote with the octioni 
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Sales staff lacked moral 
compass says cash king 



Money saving expert says 
staff were incentivised to 
sell, sell, sell - not advise 

Giles.Broadbent 

@wharf.co.uk 

| oney saving guru Martin Lewis came 
to the heart of UK banking to tell 
them precisely why they were the 
I perpetrators of so many misselling 

scandals. 

Mr Lewis, founder of Moneysavingexpert. 
com, said banks had employed poorly trained 
staff “dressed up as advisers” but lacking a 
“moral compass” to push financial products. 

The consumers’ champion was speaking 
at Thomson Reuters’ HQ and sat alongside 
the man running the Wharf-based financial 
watchdog the FSA. 

Managing director Martin Wheatley will 
oversee the establishment of the newly-named 
Financial Conduct Authority and he said that 
Britain’s beleaguered banks had 18 months 
to stamp out incentives that encouraged the 
misselling of financial 
products - or face “intrusive 
action”. 

Mr Lewis welcomed the 
FCA’s tough approach and 
said: “Many staff within 
financial services, especially 
bank staff, are positioned as 
advisers but they should be 

called sales people. 

‘This is crucial. We know they are incen¬ 
tivised to sell, not to advise. If we have to live 
with that please do not let us dress this up as 
something it is not which just confuses people. 

“Unless we start to crack down on this idea 
that is all about the sell, sell sell, and not about 
giving people the right products, then I will be 
standing here in 10 years time saying do not 
trust your bank.” 

Following a year-long investigation the 
FSA last week published a review of incentive 
schemes. It found that 20 out of 22 firms ran 
schemes that increased the risk of misselling. 

Mr Wheatley said: “Poorly designed incentive 
schemes are a problem across many industries. 
Financial regulators have struggled to get to 
grips with them and many consumers have 
paid the price. 

‘We know that dealing with this will not be 
an easy task. Financial incentives are in many 
cases central to how businesses operate, and 
they are at the heart of the problems that have 
been deeply ingrained in firms’ business models 


285m 

Fines levied 
on Barclays 
over Libor 
rigging 
scandal 



Consumer champion Martin Lewis, founder of Moneysavingexpert.com, speaking at Thomson Reuters 


NEWS 


|:j;mri 


Business digest 


Law firms in line 
for recognition 

AWARDS Tower Hamlets- 
based firms Reynolds Porter 
Chamberlain and St Hilda's 
East Community Centre have 
been shortlisted for the 25th 
Lord Mayor's Dragon Awards, 
rewarding corporate community 
involvement. 

Law firm Reynolds has raised 
over £90,000 for the Anthony 
Nolan Trust in the last year while 
St Hilda's provides legal advice 
and computer literacy sessions to 
the community since 2004. 

The awards take place at 
Mansion House on October 3. 

New technology 
speeds up travel 

AIRPORT Travellers to New 
York from London City Airport 
can benefit from a time-saving 
initiative by printing their own 
bag tags before travelling. 

The scheme introduced by 
British Airways was first trialled 
on European flights from the 
airport back in March. 

Passengers can print the tags 
at the ticket hall before depos¬ 
iting their bags at the desk in the 
initiative designed to speed up 
the travelling process. 



Martin Wheatley of the FSA 


for many years. We need a cultural shift right 
across the industry to address this. 

“If we think in a year to 18 months’ time the 
industry has not cleaned up its act, then we 
will revisit it in a much more intrusive way,” 
Mr Wheatley said. 

He also said that he would be making recom¬ 
mendations by the end of the month on the 
supervision of the Libor rate. Rigging this inter¬ 
bank lending rate cost Barclays £285million and 
its chief executive Bob Diamond his job. 


Crystal prepares to sparkle 


THE new landmark of the 
Royal Docks - Siemens' 
distinctive Crystal - will 
open to the public on 
September 29 but gets 
down to business next 
week. 

The urban sustainability 
centre at the heart of the 
new enterprise zone will 
launch on Wednesday with 
a spectacular gala event 
and light projection show. 


beamed onto the building's 
glass-fronted exterior. 

On Thursday, the Crystal 
will host UN Habitat's 
Urban Planning Conference 
bringing together 
sustainable city experts in 
the conference facilities. 
Guests include UN Under- 
Secretary-General Dr Joan 
Clos. 

On Friday, the venue 
will stage a Digital Life 


Design conference (DLD) 
throughout the building, 
exploring innovation, 
digital media, science and 
culture. 

One of the world's most 
sustainable city buildings, 
the Crystal hosts the world's 
largest free interactive 
exhibition dedicated to 
exploring the future of 
cities. 

Giles Broadbent 
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STAGE 

The Busy Body 


Southwark Playhouse 

A fast-paced comedy with a 
cast of memorable characters 
is promised for the next 
production at Southwark 
Playhouse. 

In collaboration with the Red 
Handed Theatre Company and 
Chantelle Staynings, the cast 
will present The Busy Body, a 
lively play penned in the 18th 
century by Susanna Centlivre. 

The plot tells the tale of 
spirited heroine Miranda who 
engages in a battle of wits with 
her lover. 


MUSIC 

Autumn Gig Series 


Thames Tunnel 

Music will fill the shaft of the 
historic Thames Tunnel over the 
next couple of weeks thanks to 
two folk groups. 

Next Thursday the Simon 
Hopper Trio will open with 
"contemporary songs shaped 
by razor sharp observation, 
intelligent insight and a dash of 
humour". 

The following Wednesday 
Mazaika Duo, made up of 
violinist Sarah Harrison and 
Russian singer and accordion 


But the action is not 
contained in one storyline, as 
the audience are also intro¬ 
duced to romantic Isabinda and 
her plot to escape her arranged 
marriage to a rich Spaniard, 
while in an effort to help his 
friends, "busy body" Marplot 
only succeeds in bringing them 
closer to disaster. 

The performance will sit as 
part of the venue's final season 
at its current premises, beneath 
the arches of London Bridge 
Station, before its relocation to 
a temporary home in 2013. 

■ Sept 12-Oct 6, 7.45pm, with 
Saturday matinees at 3.15pm, 
£10, £14, £18, 

southwarkplayhouse. co. uk. 


player Igor Outkine, will 
perform folk and gypsy songs 
with club jazz, tango and 
Balkan beats. 

The gigs are held in the 
recently reopened shaft 
connected to the Brunei 
Museum, entry to which 
involves bending down through 
a low tunnel and taking a walk 
down a scaffold staircase. 

Arrive in appropriate 
footwear and plenty of layers 
for the adventure, which is 
likely to prove both memorable 
and chilly. Let's hope the sounds 
are worth it. 

■ Sept 20 and 26, 7.30pm, £12, 
brunel-museum.org.uk. 



The Busy Body 



The Thames Tunnel 



How reggae 
arovided the 
aeat for one 
man's journey 

Rob Virtue talks to a man who’s steeped in the music’s 
culture and history and discover how it took root here 

R unning alongside the Bob Marley 
exhibition at The 02’s British Music 
Experience is another, more general, 
set of memorabilia titled Reggae 
Changed My Life. 

That life is loosely based on the man who put 
the pieces together, Paul Bradshaw, a former 
art student, who went on to write for the 
NME. For Bradshaw the story is one of racial 
cohesion. 

He grew up in Manchester where he was 
first introduced to reggae by his older brother. 

However, it didn’t turn into real love until he 
began art college in the early 70s in Cheltenham, 
a town he said had “just two black people” in it. 

He found a reggae record shop in Gloucester 
and heard about a party night nearby which 
would open his eyes to the scene. 

“I couldn’t get my friends to go to this party 
so I went along on my own,” said Bradshaw, 
now 61. 

“Being about 20 and totally uneducated 
about reggae, it was too early and they were 
still eating their dinner. 

“Rather than send me away they let me have 
a Guinness by the fire while they set up. I then 
stood there listening to these tunes all night.” 

So overwhelmed by the hospitality he used 
his connections at the college to set up a gig for 
the musicians in the student union. 

However, that experience was also to open 
his eyes to the race divisions in the UK in the 
70s. 

The exhibition 
has a wide 
selection 
of images 
that tell the 
history of 
reggae 




Reggae writer Paul Bradshaw 































SCREEN 

Hope Springs 


(12A) lOOmins 



Arnold Soames (Tommy Lee Jones) 
and his wife Kay (Meryl Streep) 
celebrate their latest wedding 
anniversary by buying each other 
cable television subscriptions. All 
is not well, but Arnold appears 
unconcerned, content to stick to the 
same routines. Kay is deeply unhappy 
and uses her savings to buy a series of 
intensive couples counselling sessions 
with Dr Bernie Feld (Steve Carell). 

The film is smart, funny and sweet 
and plays to the new must-have grey 
demographic. 

★★★☆☆ 


Bindi's dreams are rich 
with colour and songs 



The sights and sounds of Bollywood come alive from the screen 


Theatre Royal Stratford East 

B ursting through the entrance 
to the ground-floor stalls, a 
bumbling middle-aged lady 
noisily clatters her shopping 
trolley down the stairs, accompanied 
by a male companion. 

The raised eyebrows, sideways 
glances and wry smiles of the audience 
suggest a mixture of responses: some 
knowing, others confused and a 
minority questioning whether such a 
raucous arrival is appropriate. 

But the lively entrance is a charac¬ 
teristic of Wah! Wah! Girls, with the 
character of Bindi, played by Rina 
Fatina, leading the Stratford-inspired 
plot. 

As Bindi bids her husband farewell 
in the opening scene, he warns her not 
to spend her days watching films. 

But as the door closes, she whips 
out a bag of crisps and the TV remote 
and settles down for some quality 
viewing. As the sounds of Bollywood 
seep through the screen, the film 
characters come alive with a sparkling 
array of dresses, dance and song, and 
so the play within the play begins. 

In a nod to its Stratford setting, 
locals will appreciate backgrounds 
depicting Vicarage Road and a London 
bus while the hub of the action is 
centred on everyday characters. 

There’s the grumpy old goat shop- 
owner Mansoor, (Tony Jayawardena), 
friendly handyman Cal, (Delroy 
Atkinson) and dance club owner 
Soraya (Sophiya Haque). 

And, of course, there’s Bindi. 
Whether it be through her body 
language slumped in her armchair, 



A surprise visit from deranged uncle 
Prenderghast (John Goodman) casts 
a dark cloud over the sleepy New 
England town of Blithe Hollow. 

"The witch's curse is real and you're 
the only one who can stop it!" 
Prenderghast instructs Norman (Kodi 
Smit-McPhee), who discovers that 
his supernatural abilities have been 
passed down from his dotty relative 
and that the zombie hordes are 
heading his way. This stop-motion 
romp is intelligent, visually stunning 
and hilarious. 




her sharp on-stage wit with Mansoor 
or her appearances from the back of 
the stalls, her input steals the show. 

The plot centres on mutual disdain 
between Soraya and Mansoor and the 
arrival of 17-year-old Leeds whirlwind 
Sita, expertly played by Rebecca Grant, 
as the latest addition to the Wah Wah 
Girls dance club. 

Soraya gives the audience an 
indication of what will come when 
she brands Sita as having “a sense of 
trouble hanging about her”. 

But as the northern youngster finds 
her feet at the dance school, falls in 
love with Soraya’s son, Kabir (Tariq 
Jordan) and becomes a Stratford teen, 
all seems to be running swimmingly. 

That is until violent brother Anish, 
(Gurpreet Singh) wants her back in 
Leeds as a matter of family honour. 



Flying Squad hard man Dl Jack 
Regan (Ray Winstone) and sidekick 
George Carter (Ben Drew) hunt a 
gang of wily European thieves led by 
slippery Francis Allen (Paul Anderson). 
Tensions explode when Internal 
Affairs officer Ivan Lewis (Steve 
Mackintosh) embarks on a personal 
crusade to bring down Regan, 
who just happens to be bedding 
Lewis's wife. Car chases are well 
choreographed and Winstone plays 
the daddy of the department with 
intensity in a film packed with cliche. 


And British Bollywood takes a 
more sombre turn in its second act, 
exploring themes of trust, loyalty, 
love and ultimately forgiveness. 

Strong performances by the cast in 
the form of slick dance routines and 
acting give the intertwining plots 
depth and believability. 

And it is images of vibrant colour 
and sounds of catchy songs, in both 
Hindi and English, that will stay with 
you long after the curtain has closed. 
Beth Allcock 
Until September 29. 

Go to stratfordeast.com. 


Our verdict 


Colour, spectacle and family drama 
will live long in the memory 

★★★★☆ 



Joseph Gordon-Levitt plays Wilee, a 
law student with amazing skills on 
two wheels, who zips back and forth 
throughout the city. Dispatcher Raj 
sends the daredevil rider to Columbia 


University to collect an envelope from 
Nima. Soon after, crooked cop Bobby 
Monday attempts to procure the 
package, but Wilee resists and slaloms 
through traffic, determined to reach 
lower Manhattan by the deadline. 
"I'm the guy you don't mess with!" 
barks Bobby in a film packed with 
adrenaline but which goes nowhere. 



Centipede Hz 

Animal Collective 

★★★★☆ 

When Animal Collective's 
Merriweather Post Pavilion 
was showered with accolades 
in 2009, few people realised it 
was the Baltimore co-operative's 
ninth LP. 

This overdue follow-up 
is layered with all the same 
dreamy, psychedelic textures as 
its predecessor, with an extra 
rhythmic kick. 

More commercial, but just 
as rewarding; this is the rare 
example of a band not only 
meeting expectations, but 
maybe even surpassing them. 
Rob Garratt 



Beacon 

Two Door Cinema Club 

★★★☆☆ 

It was a sign of Two Door 
Cinema Club's increasing 
popularity that lead singer 
Alex Trimble was involved 
in the opening ceremony of 
the Olympic Games, singing 
Caliban's Dream. 

The Northern Ireland trio have 
developed a strong fanbase, so 
the much-anticipated release 
Beacon should see them shine. 

There is no radical shift in 
direction, with the driving 
synths and upbeat electro-pop 
of their first release still in 
abundance. 

Andrew Carless 


BOOK 


AIL She 

UAVT5 


All She Wants 

Jonathan Harvey (Pan) 

★★★★☆ 

Playwright, television screen¬ 
writer and now, novelist. 

Jonathan Harvey shows his 
prodigious talent again with this 
funny, excruciating, poignant 
story of Jodie McGee, a soap 
actress, borderline alcoholic and 
unlucky-in-love girl done good. 

Her unplanned, adventurous 
life is detailed in flashback, with 
great aplomb, wit and under¬ 
standing, and believability. 

A wonderful debut. 

Denise Bailey 
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Public consultation is being carried out on new proposals for the redevelopment of 
Wood Wharf. The Soundings team will be popping up around Wood Wharf to meet 
and talk with local people about their views on Wood Wharf. Public workshops 
will offer the opportunity for themes, aspects or elements of the masterplan to be 
discussed in depth. 


The workshops and exhibition win be at 

Jack Dash House. 2 Lawn House Close, 
Marsh Wall, London El 4 9VQ. 

DROP-IN EXHIBITION 
TUESDAY 09/OCTOBER/2012 
2.00 PM-6.00 PM 
DROP-IN EXHIBITION 
THURSDAY 11/OCTOBER/2012 
4.00 PM-9.00 PM 


DROP-IN EXHIBITION 
SATURDAY 13/OCTOBER/2012 
11.00 AM-5.00 PM 
WORKSHOP (RSVP) 

TUESDAY 09/OCTOBER/2012 
6.30 PM-9.00 PM 
WORKSHOP (RSVP) 

THURSDAY 11/OCTOBER/2012 
6.30 PM-9.00 PM 


For more information please visit our website at www.shapingwoodwharf.com 
email us at woodwharf@soundingsoffice.com. or telephone us on 020 7729 1705. 
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Swapping one kind of frustrating ordeal for another 

n, me joys or me scnooi run are 

I 1 with me once again. 

Vy For eight glorious weeks I 
have been free from the demands of the 
pre-work routine that sees me exhausted 
by the time I make it in to the office. 

The holidays have not been without 
issue - childcare has been a major pain 
(there really should be a clause in the 
Employment Act giving working parents 
the summer off. Please ). 

And then there have been the queues 
at the many attractions Master A and I 
have visited during the holidays. 

me worst Dy rar nas got to De me wait 
for a ride on Grandpa Pig’s Boat Trip at 
Peppa Pig World. 

I’m sure the attendant was a not-so- 
secret masochist, enjoying the power 
she wielded over the slavish parents 
forced to hand over their free will to an 
animated porker and her pals. 

For the attendant - sat in her booth 
day in day out - what did it matter if 
visitors were waiting for five minutes or 
five hours to board the ride? She wasn’t 
going anywhere so neither were we. 

We queued for more than 45minutes, 

1 WORKING 

Imum S 

wmcn i Know ror some ineme pane riaes 
is the norm but, hey, this wasn’t Nemesis 
or Oblivion. After a whine fest of “Is it 
our turn yet?” from me, not Master A, it 
was eventually our go. 

We raced into one of the boats, 
pretended to hoist the main flag, and 
waited eagerly for the attendant to start 
the ride. 

I know I’m comparing apples to 
oranges but, having ridden some of 
the most thrilling rides in the world 
including Insanity in Las Vegas, 

Jumeirah Sceirah in Dubai and Vertigo 

in Lopennagen, manapa mg s noat irip 
was somewhat underwhelming. A real 
disapp-oink-ment, some may even label it 
boar-ing (sorry). 

However, Master A whose taste in 
rides is the polar opposite to mine - safe, 
secure and stationary - loved it (He likes 
nothing better than sitting in those rides 
outside supermarkets without putting 
the money in to make it move). 

“Can we do it again, Mummy?” 

And this we did another three times. 
Working Mum, still having nightmares 
about seafaring hairy hogs 

TABITHA 

RONSON 


POLITICAL 

NOTES & VIEWS 

By Jim Fitzpatrick 


We're back 
after summer 
of celebration 


L ast week showed us that 
politics can be a tough 
business. We saw 29 ministers 
sacked in two days. Some had it 
coming but many of them were 
highly regarded such as Bob 
Neill, Charles Hendry and Tim 
Loughton. 

These ministers and many 
more were believed to be on 
top of their game and there was 
genuine shock on both sides of 
the fence at their dismissal. 

George Osborne getting 
booed at the Paralympics was 
another reminder that politics 
is back after a long summer of 
celebration and sport. 

I was there congratulating our 
brave athletes and, although I 
v|r j_w felt sorry for 
| his family, 
and I couldn't 
help but feel 
we generally 
deserve what 
we get from 
the crowd. 

The 

conference 
season coming up will be a 
turn-off for many after the 
celebration and wonder of the 
Jubilee, Olympics and Paral¬ 
ympics. 

But it doesn't have to be like 
this, people can get involved in 
politics just as they can in sport. 
So much of my job is to make 
politics accessible and relevant 
and that's what a return of the 
season means to me. 

■ I have recently been invited to 
attend several IFTAR celebrations 
in the constituency, which is the 
celebration which marks the end 
of Ramadan. 

It was a great time to reflect 
on the ties and 
friendships that 
bind us together. 

MP for 
Poplar and 
Limehouse 


People 
can get 
involved in 
politics, as 
in sport 


1 


GETTY 



All this ... and the trains ran on time as well 


Life 

Don't stop believin' 
in strange science 

THE thing about ghosts - perhaps the 
only thing about ghosts - is that they 
either exist or they don’t. If it was 
dogs under floorboards or children in 
wells we’d be obliged to investigate, 
wouldn’t we? 

I only say this because I was 
watching ancient episodes of Most 
Haunted recently and realised that 
we may have moved on to Strictly 
and Glee but the ghouls are still there, 
prowling and book-budging. 

I turned to debunker-in-chief 
Richard Dawkins to sooth my restless 
soul. He promotes coincidence, 

confirmation 
bias, Chinese 
whispers 
and creaking 
joints 
as their 
ghoulish 
genesis but 
scientists 
are very 
unscientific 
about what’s 

Only last week, for example, 
yards of DNA dismissed initially as 
“junk” were reclassified as very, very 
important. 

Who’s to say that those formerly 
dismissed stretches don’t encode 
collective consciousness, morphic 
resonance, flocking quantum residue 
or whatever else the foundation of 
the phenomena is likely to be? 

Perhaps, we should do some proper 
probing. What are we frightened of? 
giles.broadbent@wharf.co.uk 


WHARF 

BLOGS 

More at wharf.co.uk 


Transport 

How quickly we 
forget the triumph 

FEISTY Transport Commissioner 
Peter Hendy told London Assembly 
members that “the soft legacy” of the 
Games would be a better under¬ 
standing of passenger experience. 

Has the oodles of praise for 
his handling of 2012 softened the 
combative figurehead? 

If TfL unexpectedly finds a heart 


surely it is true what they say - we 
are a changed nation. 

But it was back to business as usual 
once the party was over. Transport 
committee chairwoman Caroline 
Pidgeon complained that a report 
to the committee on biking safety 
arrived very late and incomplete. 

Bristling, Mr Hendy pointed out 
that the backroom staff normally 
compiling such reports had been out 
and about, directing passengers and 
generally being the ones that a few 
minutes earlier, the committee had 
been cheering. 

Of the two tasks, he said, the 
biggest sporting event in the world 
took priority. He apologised, but 
begrudgingly. 

Still, said Ms Pidgeon, the tardiness 
was “unfortunate”. 

How quick the honeymoon ends. 

giles.broadbent@wharf.co.uk 



Scan the QR code for 
the full version 

certain and what’s not. 


Listmania Playground crazes 


Now the kids are back at school, we take a look at what they'll be pestering you to buy over the next few months 


1 



Moshi Monsters 

Collect Moshlings 
and secret codes 




Playmobil Figures 

Build a bizarre body 
with traded parts 


Tomorrow 

We'll all be talking about... 


Mini-jobs 

A tool for growth or the roll-back 
of years of employment protection? 
Either way, this new category of 
employment is increasingly occupying 
government minds 

- including that of 
Chancellor George 
Osborne, pictured. 

In the home of 
mini-jobs - Germany 

- employees can earn 
up to 400 euros a 
month extra tax-free while employers 
pay a flat rate in admin charges. 

The (contentious) aim is to make it 
easier for firms to take on workers - 
often young unemployed - who then 
make money without interference. 


Today 

App Of The Week 



DriveOff esure 

Your mobile phone can be the source 
of distractions while you are driving; 
beeps, alerts and incoming calls 
always occur. Using GPS technology, 
this app automatically switches 

your smartphone to 
aircraft-like mode 
when you travel over 
lOmph. Notifications 
are turned off, along 
with incoming calls, 
and a screensaver 
of your choice is 
displayed in place of the usual 
distracting phone screen. All of this 
is done automatically, so the app is 
smart and safe. 

Free from Google Play 



Yesterday 

By Wharfinger 


Elizabeth I 

On September 7, 1533, at Greenwich 
Palace, favoured home of King Henry 
VIII, his second wife Anne Boleyn - 
also briefly favoured 
before her premature 
demise - gave birth to 
Elizabeth, not the son 
the king craved but, 
in her time, a ruler of 
similar stature. 

Elizabeth came to 
the throne in 1558 and reigned for 
44 years, ruling over a nation divided 
by religious strife. She survived many 
threats to her standing and became 
one of the most celebrated female 
rulers of all time. 
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Above, Le Chiffre is open to guests and a few other "select" Londoners. Below, a typical room at South Place 


More than 
a sliver of 
cool at the 
City's heart 


HOTEL REVIEW 

South Place Hotel 


The City 


S taying at D&D's first foray into 
the hotel market, I'm not a 
mere journalist. I'm a secret 
agent, a force for good and a 
complex anti-hero. 

After getting my head down in 
one of the luxuriously appointed 
rooms at the block just off 
Moorgate, I saunter down to Le 
Chiffre (a cute games room named 
after the supervillain in Casino 
Royale) and indulge in some 
lighthearted pool before heading to 
the bar on the same floor. 

There, a smiling Frenchman whips 
up a cocktail battering the crushed 
ice on top with a sprig of mint 
before handing me the cut glass 
creation. It's extra fresh, sophisti¬ 
cated, clean. 

And it's supposed to feel this way. 
The conference rooms take their 
cues from The Man From UNCLE 
and The Saint. Kuryakin, Templar, 
Solo. So what if the pool table's a 
little wonky and the record player 
in the guest's lounge isn't connected 
to the speakers yet? 

The place has only been open six 
days and a rash of intensely helpful 
staff make it very nearly as smooth 
as silk. 

It's clearly aimed at business 
travellers but those who have a 
little cash to burn and a liking for 
the finer things in life. 



i |A? Why should I 
■■ stay here? 

"The pop art doesn't feel 
contrived, it feels like a 
genuine effort to raise 
the hotel's game in a 
challenging market." 

Jon Massey 


Sipsmith gin and vodka await 
in my room with a fresh lime and 
lemon and a little ice bucket. Under¬ 
neath draws of glasses, sweets and 
a well-stocked minibar are found. 

The slight disappointment in only 
discovering one tonic is tempered 
by the sheer joy at finding a room 
so relaxing in the heart of the City. 
The breakfast's pretty good too. 

But then at £290 a night, you'd 
expect something = decent. 

While some D&D establishments 
are exercises in studied Conran Shop 


blandness, its hotel manages to 
come across as decidedly funky. 

Pop art blossoms around the 
place like lichen on a rock. I sleep 
beneath a collage of rockstar 
mugshots. But it doesn't feel 
contrived. It feels like a genuine 
effort to raise the hotel's game. 

The inclusion of a private 
club-like area for guests is inviting 
and the bars are worth visiting 
even if you're not staying. And 
with a location this good, is there 
anywhere else you should be 
sending people who come to visit 
this city? After all, the Wharf is only 
15 minutes away by DLR. 

■ South Place Hotel , 3 South Place, 
London, EC2M 2AF, 020 3503 0000, 
southplacehotel.com. 

Jon Massey 


Our verdict 


It's to be hoped the generous 
dash of quirkiness succeeds 


II Ristorante 
isn't just the 
preserve of 
the moneyed 

Rob Virtue tests the water at the restaurant 
set within Britain’s most expensive hotel 


REVIEW 

II Ristorante at Bulgari 


Knightsbridge 

S ituated in the renowned luxury 
Bulgari hotel in refined south¬ 
west London, II Ristorante is all 
you would expect and more in 
terms of elegance and sophistication. 

Opened just a couple of months ago, 
head chef Robbie Pepin’s menu offers 
a fresh take on Italian gastronomy 
bringing in ingredients such as red 
prawns found off the coast of Sicily 
and sweet basil from Genoa 
On our visit a host of piccoli morsi 
(little bites) of which you can choose 
three, five or seven antipasti by ticking 
the boxes on a paper slip, forms the 
perfect starter, with an array of tasty 
dishes on offer including aubergine 
caviar, sea bass carpaccio and squid. 



The venue's cocktail bar 


For mains the John Dory with lemon, 
tomato and potato tian, alongside 
panisse fries was a tasty dish but the 
pick was most certainly the sea bass 
and a delightful beef steak. 

Desserts are fantastic with 
limoncella baba a particular highlight. 
Sponge cake drenched in the strong 
lemony Italian liqueur and topped off 
with a few dollops of cream. 

The hazelnut biscuit served with 
a silver hammer to break it also 
provided for a nice bit of theatre. 

Meanwhile, the hotel’s personal 
trainer has recommended meals if 
you are prone to worry about over- 
indulgence. 

The downside here is that this 
inclusion could make you more prone 
to worry when ignoring them. 

Overall, the food is of a high quality 


W What’s it like 
to walk in? 

"Entering the restaurant is 
akin to walking onto the set 
of a James Bond film, all the 
more so when you realise 
the different nationalities 
represented at the tables." 


without quite making it to excep¬ 
tional. This is understandable as it’s an 
establishment still in its infancy. 

However, it’s a stunning destination 
which is the real selling point of II 
Ristorante. 

It’s set in the five-star 85-room 
Bulgari on the main street in Knights¬ 
bridge, recently landed with the 
dubious honour of being named the 
most expensive place to stay in Britain 
(think minimum £450 per night). 

Walk through reception into the 
serene calm of a marble bar and pick 
from the extensive, delightful cocktail 
list when you arrive. 

Then head down the long and 
elegant staircase to the beautiful main 
restaurant. 

It’s akin to walking onto the set of a 
James Bond film, all the more so when 
you realise the different nationalities 
represented at the tables. 

The design is superb. Also, as you 
would expect from the Bulgari brand, 
the service is faultless. 

Prices are on the high side - with 
main courses such as Mediterranean 
sea bass and beef fillet both at £38. 

However, for a lighter bite there’s 
a £10 pizza and the £30 a head three- 
course business lunch currently 
running is a bargain, which sees II 
Ristorante distance itself from the 
criticism that it’s a place for the privi¬ 
leged few. 

■ II Ristorante at Bulgari, 171 Knights¬ 
bridge, SW71DW, 020 71511010, 
bulgarihotels.com. 


Our verdict 


Very high quality that just 
stops short of exceptional 




















tasting notes 
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MATCHING 

For smoke and 
spirit lovers 

CIGAR and tequila pairing 
provides the theme for an 
evening at Le Pont De La Tour. 

The South Bank restaurant 
is the venue for a Hunters and 
Frankau hosted event that will 
see tutored tastings of three 
cigars matched with tequila 
cocktails. Held at Le Pont's Bar 
and Grill Terrace on September 
20 between 6.30pm and 8pm. 
Tickets are £60 and include three 
cigars and cocktails as well as a 
glass of champagne. 

Go to lepontdelatour.co.uk. 


CHARITY 

Eat French and 
feel good with it 

WHARFERS can enjoy a three- 
course menu of traditional 
French fare while raising money 
for charity. 

Cafe Rouge in Mackenzie 
Walk is offering dishes including 
onion soup, beef bourguignon 
and creme brulee, to entice 
diners after office-hours on 
September 18. Tickets for the 
event cost £30 (£6.25 for kids) 
with £10 going to The Rainbow 
Trust, which supports families 
with sick children. 

Go to caferouge.co.uk. 


DRINKS 

Learn mixology 
at Westfield 

A COCKTAIL making class will 
be held by Balans at Westfield 
Stratford City shopping centre 
next week in a first of a series of 
workshops. 

Tickets are priced £20 for 
the event on Tuesday evening 
between 6.30pm and 8pm with 
places limited. Each session 
begins with a classic Bellini, 
before visitors make drinks such 
as French martinis, mojitos and 
cosmopolitans. 

Call 020 8555 5478 to book or 
go to balans.co.uk. 


A perfect 
place to 
pause after 
shopping 


REVIEW 

Tibits 


Regent Street 

T he naming of cats is, as TS 
Eliot accurately pointed out, a 
difficult matter. So too with 
restaurants. 

And frankly the only bad thing 
about Tibits is that it draws these 
two things together in my head. 

So obviously a brand name 
conceived for fishy biscuit bites, all 
things feline are conjured forth as 
we approach the establishment. 

Perhaps there will be silver dishes 
piled high with mouse-shaped 
carrots, fish cut cauliflower and 
imitation sparrow sweetcorn. I 
can't get the image of cheesy 
kibbles out of my head. 

The only explanation for this 
monstrosity of a moniker can be 
that somebody thought it would be 
cute to re-imagine titbits through 
the mind of a two-year-old. 

It's ghastly. And, it turns 
out, a buffet. 

Instantly my mind flits 
to £4 all you can eat deals; 
stainless steel trays slopped 
with MSG-rich fluorescent 
gloop. Or maybe a hotel 
breakfast eaten late where 
the sausages have shrivelled 
in their skins and the eggs 
have coagulated. 

But predictably for London, Tibits 
is trying to do something different. 
We're asked if we're familiar with 
"the concept" by the first member 
of staff we speak to. 

In a move unlikely to shake the 
London dining scene to its core, 
you get plates, put food on them, 
take them to the bar, order drinks 
and pay post weighing. 

Then you receive the Tray of 
Legitimacy and the Cutlery of the 
Righteous, carry your purchase to a 
table and consume. 

I was all geared up to snipe at 
Tibits with its ridiculous name and 
"food boat" (salad bar and food 
repository to you and me). 



Diners serve themselves from 
the food boat at Tibits 


But, irritatingly, it's excellent. Its 
interior is plush and welcoming 
with a pleasant terrace and decor 
that manages to blend minimalism 
with decadence. 

Vegetarian food can be a byword 
for preachy, but while there's 
quinoa and leaves aplenty, there 
are also onion rings, gratinated 
spuds and wedges. 

There's a proper bar too with 
lagers, wines and a cocktail list. 

It's easy to go beyond the 
detox-tea and have a little 
fun. 

This isn't Whole Foods 
after all, where even 
finding a lump of cheese 
can be an expedition as 
perilous as trekking to the 
source of the Amazon on 
foot. 

It's grown-up dining for 
shoppers and workers who 
like a little naughty with their 
balanced Med veggie flavours. 

So next time you're strolling 
down Regent Street and fancy an 
uncomplicated, cheap-ish (£11 for 
my first plate and a pint) pit stop. 
Turn right into Heddon Street and 
serve yourself. I'll see you there. 

■ Tibits; 12-14 Heddon Street , 
London i, 1/1/78 4DA, 020 7758 4110, 
tibits.co.uk. 

Jon Massey 


Our verdict 


It might have a terrible name 
but there's little to dislike here 
★★★★★ 


£11 

Cost of 
plate plus 
a pint 
at Tibits 
restaurant 
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HOT SPOTS 


Find a wealth of inspiration at 
these hotbeds of vintage style 



Sophia and Matt 

28 Greenwich Church Street, 

Greenwich 

sophiaandmatt.co.uk 



Old Spitalfields Market 

16 Horner Square 
Spitalfields 

oldspitalfieldsmarket.com 



Arc Angel 

Greenwich Market 
Greenwich 

shopgreenwich.co.uk 


Stroll through the City in 
your finest vintage styles 


FASHION 


Event blends charity, 
exercise and passion 
for period clothes - 
what’s not to like? 

Beth.Allcock 

@wharf.co.uk 

F or those of us who relish the 
prospect of a weekend hunt¬ 
ing for fashion gems in treas¬ 
ure troves packed to the raft¬ 
ers with generations of garments, a 
sponsored walk offers another excuse 
to hit the shelves. 

As an alternative to pounding the 
pavements on a Friday night in the 
latest pair of sky-high stilettos, partic¬ 
ipants in The Vintage Midnight Walk 
will be encouraged to don footwear 
and clothing dating from the ’20s to 
the ’90s. 

The parade, which covers 10k of 
the capital’s streets, is being held 
to raise cash for Hackney-based St 
Joseph’s Hospice and starts at 7pm in 
Bishopsgate on September 28. 

From there, vintage-lovers will 
take a circular route through areas 
including St Paul’s, the Royal Courts 
of Justice and Leadenhall Market, 
finishing up at Bank for an after- 
party. 

And whether you’re a ’60s hipster, 
a shoulder-pad supporter or, like 
myself, a hoarder of vintage knits and 
printed tea-dresses, walkers are being 



The Vintage Midnight Walk offers Londoners a chance to dress up to the nines and raise cash for charity 




So why get all 
suited up? 


"The Vintage Midnight Walk 
will generate vital funds and 
awareness of the work St 
Joseph's Hospice does." 


encouraged to broadcast the size of 
their donation via the era they wear. 

Those who raise up to £50 will 
be raiding in outfits from the ’20s, 
fundraisers who gather just shy of the 
£100 mark will be bang-on ’30s trend 
and a donation of between £100 and 


£249.99 will be revealed by an outfit of 
’40s wartime fashion. 

Those who donate between £250 
and £499.99 should don ’50s printed 
dresses with bellowing hems or teddy 
boy coats and for just lp more, walkers 
should showcase a ’60s statement 
style. 

Although it’s unlikely to be policed, 
supporters giving even more can step 
up the fashion ladder, putting together 
styles, materials and accessories that 
will transport onlookers back a mere 
13 years to the ’90s. 

Ranall Leckie, events fundraiser at St 
Joseph’s, said: ‘The Vintage Midnight 
Walk will generate vital funds and 


awareness of the work that 
we do here. It is also an 
amazing night out, a chance 
to meet like-minded people 
dressed to the nines and a , 
rewarding opportunity for 
people to do something a 
bit different on behalf of a 
hugely important cause.” 

The hospice provides 
free-of-charge specialist care 
and treatment for thousands of termi¬ 
nally ill people in London. 

Go to vintagewaIk.co.uk for further 
information about making a donation, 
the walk itself or to register as an 
individual or as a team. 




Autumn-proof: Warm up well, find 
a good backup-plan class for your 
outdoor workout and chillax on a 
Friday evening in a steamy Bikram 
yoga session, pictured. 


A 


FITNESS WITH LAURA WILLIAMS 


Get the look: Russell Brand 


W hen it comes to getting in 
shape, the funny man 
turned actor and anti¬ 
addiction crusader takes spiritual 
exercise very seriously. 

How he does it: Russell Brand is 
a keen gym goer but he's better 
known for his love of yoga than for 
any tough training regimes. 

If you fancy trying out a few yoga 
poses in the comfort of your own 
home, here are my favourite three. 
■ Chair pose: Stand with feet 
together, toes forward, arms 
at sides. Inhale and raise arms 
overhead, palms facing inward. 

As you exhale, squat as if you 
were sitting down to a 45 degree 
angle. Make sure your knees don't 
come forward over toes. Hold for 
30-60 seconds. 


■ Boat pose: Sit with knees bent, 
feet on the floor with hands on 
thighs. Keeping torso straight and 
head in line with body, lean back 
to 45 degrees, raising feet so that 
calves are parallel to the floor, toes 
pointed. Inhale, then extend arms 
and legs straight out in front of 
you. Exhale, then lower torso and 
legs 3-4 inches. Hold for 30 seconds 
breathing deeply. Repeat 3-5 times. 

■ Yoga Plank: Lie face down 
resting on your forearms. Slowly 
push off the floor rising up onto 
your toes and resting on your 
elbows. Make sure that your back 
remains flat and contract your 
abdominals to prevent bottom from 
sticking up in the air and back from 
arching. Hold for 30 seconds, relax 
down and repeat another 2-3 times. 




Is it true that dark chocolate 
is better for you than milk 
chocolate? 

Dark chocolate gets a better 
press than milk because it 
contains more antioxidants, but 
it also tends to have more fat 
and calories too. 

My advice is to eat whatever 
you prefer, but either in 
moderation as you're looking at 
around 500 cals per lOOg. 

If it's antioxidants you're after, 
you're better off getting these 
from more nutritional sources 
- blueberries, raspberries and 
pulses such as red kidney beans 
are great, while top vegetables 
include artichokes, spinach and 
red cabbage. 


Go to Laura's website at laurawilliamsonline.co.uk, email questions to laura@laurawilliamsonline.co.uk or follow @laurafitness on Twitter 
























KIRSTEN DUNST 
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Beth Allcock heads to Greenwich for some genuine vintage pieces 


We sent Beth Allcock 

to find Kirsten’s look 
at high street prices 


COPYCAT 

vintage 


GO GLAM 

Vintage '60s leopard 
print faux fur coat, £75 
Beehive 

320-322 Creek Road 

reprobates 

vintage.com 


SWISHING HEM 

Ankle-length '80s 
print skirt, £20 
Beehive 

320-322 Creek Road 

reprobates 

vintage.com 


ON TREND 

Aztec '70's 
tunic, £25 
Emporium 
330-332 Creek Road, 
emporium 
vintageclothing.com 


POLKA PINK 

Spot stripe dress from 
the '80s, £35 
Silhouette and Pearls 
Greenwich Market 
Follow @kirstytye 
on Twitter 


FLORAL SWING 

Sixties print shift 

dress, £48 

Emporium 

330-332 Creek Road, 

emporium 

vintageclothing.com 




^ il 


VINTAGE PRINT 

Printed blazer form 
the '90s, £55 
Silhouette and Pearls 
Greenwich Market 
Follow @kirstytye 
on Twitter 


Alicia Bell gingham 
dress, £193 
farfetch.com 
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1 

Traders work at 
their desks at 
the Frankfurt 
stock exchange 

REUTERS 
Alex Domanski 

GERMANY 

2 

A model presents 
a Samantha Wills 
creation in New 
York 

REUTERS 
Keith Bedford 

UNITED STATES 

3 

A three-ton cake, 
baked as a tourist 
stunt, sits in a 
square Baguio 

REUTERS 

Harley Palangchao 

PHILIPPINES 

4 

A patient receives a 
cupping treatment 
at a clinic in Sanaa 

REUTERS 

Mohamed 

al-Sayaghi 

YEMEN 



Go to reuters.com/news/pictures or text RTR to 84070 | For prints go to reuters.com/prints 
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Keep your brain ticking over with 
our selection of coffee break puzzles 



For more call 0905 817 2070 

You don't have to put your 
own dreams and wishes on 
the back burner because 
your close one wants to 
achieve theirs. Learn to 
communicate this week. 


For more call 0905 817 2064 

Be more patient with older 
members of your family. 
They may seem strong but 
it's really just a front and 
support you give now will 
be given back tenfold. 


PISCES 


VIRGO 

FEB 20-MAR 20 

AUG 23-SEPT 23 

For more call 0905 817 2071 

An invitation you get could 
be a cover for someone's 
romantic feelings for you. 

Be careful what you say, 
your every word is sure to 
be analysed to the letter. 


For more call 0905 817 2065 

Don't try to second-guess 
those you deal with in 
business. Go with the flow 
and keep an open mind to 
maintain your newly won 
professional reputation. 

ARIES 

LIBRA 

MAR 21-APR 21 

SEPT 24-OCT 23 


For more call 0905 817 2060 

I know you've suffered 
from a lot of stress 
recently. I also know that 
you now recognise what 
has to be done to get rid 
of it. So do it, Aries! 


TAURUS 

APR 22-MAY 21 


For more call 0905 817 2061 

The first impressions you 
make on those you meet 
in business will last for the 
rest of the month. If you 
owe money, now is the 
time to arrange payback. 




For more call 0905 817 2066 

Don't rush into a romantic 
situation or you'll ruin the 
seduction someone has 
planned for you. Working 
overtime helps you get 
back in someone's favour. 


SCORPIO 

OCT 24-NOV 21 


For more call 0905 817 2067 

You have a lot of thinking 
to do and you'd be silly 
to let anyone else make 
decisions for you. It's you 
who will have to live with 
the choices you make. 



For more call 0905 817 2062 

You may want to rein in 
your humour before you 
start offending people. 

You could always start 
conversations by asking 
how others are instead. 




For more call 0905 817 2068 

You can forgive someone 
but the big question is can 
you forget what they've 
put you through. Events 
both today and tomorrow 
answer this question. 


CANCER 

CAPRICORN 

JUNE 22-JULY 23 

DEC 23-JAN 20 


For more call 0905 817 2063 

You can't change friends 
but you can alter how you 
handle how they are and 
how they react. Separate 
yourself from their acts 
and peace will follow. 




For more call 0905 817 2069 

Don't spend too much 
time talking about other 
peoples' business. You 
are closer to making your 
dreams come true than you 
think but focus is essential. 


Contact our psychics to get a 
FREE personal CD of your reading 


Live psychic 

Call a live psychic for your 
personal consultation on 

0906 174 2078 

To pay for psychic reading by credit 
card, call 0800 063 0909 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Astrology calls cost 75p per minute and last approx 4mins. 

Psychic calls cost £1.50 per minute from BT landlines (other networks may vary). 

Calls from mobiles may be higher. Psychic lines are open 7am-2am daily. Callers must be 18 or 
over and have the bill payer's permission. All calls are recorded. Texts cost £1.50 per message 
and may take two messages. For entertainment purposes only. Customer services 0800 140 
9049. PhonePayPlus regulated. SP, Pronto Media, PO Box 199, Selby, Y08 IBP 


Live text 

Text a Psychic: Just text 
CLA13 and your 
question to 86010 and 
one of my psychics will 
give you a reading 



★ Fancy winning dinner and a 
movie for you and a friend? 
We've teamed up with West 
India Quay's La Vista and 
Cineworld West India Quay to 
offer two pizzas, two bottles of 
Peroni (or a bottle of wine) and 
a pair of tickets to the cinema. 

To be in with a chance of 
winning, just tell us the name 



of the actor, right, who stars 
in The Sweeney showing at 
Cineworld. Email your answer 
to newsdesk@wharf.co.uk with 
"Movie Night" in the subject 
line. The closing date for entries 
is September 20, 2012. 

Include your name and postal 
address and the details and 
tickets will be posted to you. 


fcdTAtifcArtV 

Iglfo 


cine world 




ACROSS 


1. Ludicrous 
situation (5) 

7. Woodwind 
instrument (8) 

8. Minimum (5) 

10. Bird type (10) 

12. Aromatic herb (8) 

14. Leg joint (4) 

16. Modelling 
material (4) 

17. Logical and 
unemotional (8) 

20. All the words that a 
person knows (10) 

23. Edges of a roof (5) 

24. At the very 
moment that (2,4,2) 

25. Parlance (5) 


DOWN 


1. Remove bones 
from (6) 

2. Barrel (4) 

3. Stopper (4) 

4. Particle of sand (5) 

5. In a risky 
situation (2,4,3) 

6. Die from hunger (6) 
9. Of tides (5) 

11. Transmit (9) 

13. Lubricate (3) 

15. Trap (5) 

16. Caution (6) 

18. Lithe, flexible (6) 

19. Detest (5) 

21. Heavy metal (4) 

22. Three feet (4) 


■pjeA'ZZ Ipeayiz :Joqqy6L IwossjygL :jb 3AB3'91, lajBUS'SL -'|!0 EL IlseapBOig ‘ L L -I B P!1'6 Isajbjs' 9 laaj Ujqj uo 'S Iujbjd ^ :6n|d £ :>|SB3 z :ia||!d' L :NMOO 
■wojpi'sz :se uoos sy VI :saAEy£Z :AjE|nqEDOA'03 'a .'Asp-gi laaiorn :uo 6 euei 7 |, :jaqsg6uj>| oi ^seaq g Iiauusp y laDJEj [ :SS08DV 
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The Wharf's Sudoku puzzles are supplied by sudoku-puzzles.net 

For more free brainteasers including Futoshiki, Nonogram and Samurai, go to the website 


GUIDE 


In order to 
complete 
Sudoku, readers 
should fill in 
each of the 
grids so that 
every column, 
row and 3x3 
box within the 
squares to the 
left contains 
the digits 1 to 9. 
No repetition of 
digits is allowed 
within any of 
the sequences. 
Why not time 
yourself and see 
whether you can 
beat your best 
with next week's 
puzzles? 
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Wharf 


To advertise, call Charlotte Waller or 020 7510 6402 


classified 


Adult Massage 


Oriental Scat 
Mmttage 

Canary Wharf 
Luxury Rooms 

In and out call 

07405031449 

Oriental Full body 2 
body oil massage 

WWW. 

londonbody2body. 

co.uk 

[IKl57G[IiH782jCfl3S0 
In or Out call 

07779211427 

YoYo 

Japanese Senual Touch 

Canary Wharf/Central London 

| ™ 11 EZr/ll 

Hostess & Escorts 


Suzannes 


0871 222 




To your door 
within the hour 
or visit us by 
appointment 
Driver service 
from the station 
7 nights a week 
till 3am 

www.SuzannesEscorts.Co.UK 


Info 090 673 91679 

Calls to 0906 numbers cast £1.02 per minute plus network extras. I 


Independent 
Exotic Latin 
Mature & 
Attractive 

In/out in Canary 
Wharf luxury flat 
Early till late 
Gina 

07903 440 616 


UK SUGAR BABES 


English Mature 

Escorts Escorts 

Porn Star Escorts 
CALL FOR WEBSITE 

07500 709 050 


MARY 

High Class 
Independent Latin 
Ebony 

Canary Wharf 
Luxury Flat 
In/out. 

07544 902012 


INTERN TIONAL 

English Mature 

Escorts Escorts 


Porn Star Escorts 

Call for website: 

0788 1611 069 


Mature blonde 
for skilled 
social intimacy 
to respected 
gentleman 
07932236226 


New Latin 
Independent 
Escort 

Brunette - Carol 
26 Years old 

Canary Wharf 
07591 541014 


New Latin 
Petite Polly 


Blonde Mature 
Escort 
Independent 


Canary Wharf 
07526 261992 


rr A 

Paying for your 
ad is easy... 

When you use one of the 
following methods: 

H VISA S •• 


ki ft 

MOMENTS , 
'•captured - w 

MEMORIES, 

“remade ±P 


e: info@georgiehphotography.com 
w: georgiehphotography.com 



Emma 

European 

Massage 

Canary Wharf 
Luxury Apartment 

07535 724014 


Eva 

Massage 

Canary Wharf 
Luxury Apartment 
In calls only 

07725 838733 


SENSUAL 

TANTRIC 

MASSAGE 

wim tantric-hart.com 
Call: 07583 051374 


Massage 
Luxury Rooms 

Canary Wharf/ 
South Quay 

07729 760888 
www.gaomedicaLco.uk 


Free Packing & Card Accepted 


Never 

underestimate 
the power of 
advertising 

GIVE US 
A CALL 



n 


• j 


We couldn’t make it any easier. 

Finding the ideal IT opportunity isn't always easy. That's why we provide a clear solution. 

PlanetRecruit is one of the UK's leading IT jobsites. We consistently find talented technology professionals 
the most relevant jobs both in the UK and abroad. 

Our expertise means we can find you the right opportunities, without the hassle. And our connections with 
recruiters and employers means we can get you into all the best places. 

To find the perfect job go straight to PlanetRecruit.com/jobs 


^PlanetRecruit 

JOBS FOR TECHNOLOGY PROFESSIONALS 
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Defence is still 
biggest worry 
for the Lions 


Millwall Supporters Club 


millwallsupportersclub.co.uk 

T he international break has 
come at a decent time for 
the Lions as it has given us 
an extra fortnight to get skipper 
Paul Robinson and right-back 
Jack Smith fit for the tough visit 
to Hull City this Saturday. 

Although we had a great 
result last time out beating 
promotion chasing Middles¬ 
brough, we didn't look totally 
secure at the back. 

We could do with Robbo 
back in the centre of defence 
commanding the troops. 

There was good news last 
week though, when Tamika 
Mkandawire came through his 
first 90 minutes of the season 
unscathed as one of the overage 
players in the U21 development 
match against Barnet. 

The former player of the 
season missed most of last year 
through injury and his absence 
was a major factor in our 
struggles. 

If we can get Tam back it will 
be a real boost to the squad, 
although it might not be in his 

usual centre- 
midfield 
position 
because we 
have Jimmy 
Abdou, Josh 
Wright and 
Liam Trotter 
all covering 
that spot. 
Tam was 
a defender when he was at 
Leyton Orient so it would not 
be a surprise to see him cover 
somewhere on the back line. 

As those three players near 
fitness we've lost another player 
for a couple of months. Liam 
Feeney was the victim of a bad 
foul in the Middlesbrough game 
that the ref didn't spot and 
he picked up ankle ligament 
damage. 

There have been a few 
Millwall players on international 
duty this week. 

Goalkeeper David Forde and 
striker Andy Keogh were in the 
Ireland squad for their World 
Cup qualifier against Kazakhstan 
and a friendly against Oman 
although both failed to get on in 
Astana. 

Young striker Connor 
Wilkinson was also on interna¬ 
tional duty with the Irish U19 
team for their friendly trip to 
Latvia on Saturday. 

Wilkinson set-up the equaliser 
for Eire in their 1-1 draw and 
almost won the match near the 
end. Hopefully this exposure 
can help him develop his game 
as there's a lot of hope he can 
become a first team regular. 

There's nothing like watching 
a young player come through 
your own youth team. 


T 


We could 
do with 
Robbo back 
bossing the 
troops 


Deal with school is a 
boost to youth squad 


CHARLTON 


Addicks team up 
with Harris Academy 
Greenwich Park to 
help youngsters 

Rob.Virtue 

@wharf.co.uk 

C harlton are hoping a major 
link-up with a south-east 
London school could help 
their youth team players 
reach the top. 

The idea was developed from 
a scheme pioneered in the UK by 
Watford and it took the Addick’s head 
of education and welfare Joe Francis a 
year to formulate. 

It sees Harris Academy Greenwich 
Park - a school close to the side’s 
training ground - taking over the 
schooling of some of Charlton’s 
youngsters, making it easier for them 
to spend more time training. 

The club’s academy manager Paul 
Hart said: ‘There’s a huge correlation 
between academic achievement and 
the ability to learn in football. We get 



Academy manager Paul Hart 


feedback from the schools about how 
the children are doing. 

“Education plays a big part in this 
football club and we get a great mark 
from Ofsted. We also put education 
at a high level because, of course, not 
everybody makes it to the top level. 

“After all there’s only ever 2,000 
professional footballers in England 
and 900 play each week.” 

The first group of a dozen youth 
players from Charlton’s under 14 and 
15 teams began lessons at the Eltham 
school last week. The move will mean 
more contact time for the club with 


the players, doubling the amount of 
training to around 12 to 14 hours each 
week, while also cutting down the 
time spent by parents ferrying their 
children to and from the sessions. 

Hart said: ‘We needed this associ¬ 
ation where the boys can get day 
release to spend with us rather than 
just training in the evenings. 

“We spent an awful lot of time 
finding the right partner. The head 
teacher Dr Chris Tomlinson has 
only been at Harris Academy for 15 
months but he’s an extremely inspira¬ 
tional leader and we’re so happy. The 
children love him.” 

As well as being a former manager at 
a host of clubs including Nottingham 
Forest and Portsmouth, Hart is well 
respected in youth football. 

He helped bring through the Leeds 
United youth team that made the 
backbone of the side which made it 
to the Champions League semi-final 
in 2001. Now he hopes he can emulate 
his success at that level with Charlton, 
who he joined just over a year ago. 

Hart said: ‘We’ve got some good 
kids in our academy. It gives us hope 
for future years. Of course, I don’t pick 
the first team, my job is just to prepare 
them, and you can only judge when 
they get them in the first team but I’m 
hopeful.” 


SPORT IN 




Club updates 


Disappointment 
for Blackheath 

RUGBY Esher managed to 
overcome an impressive fight 
back by Blackheath to run out 
deserved winners. 

Ending a 12-match winning 
streak, the final score of 33-28 in 
the National League One fixture 
was somewhat unkind to the 
south Londoners who came back 
from 14-6 down with a run of 15 
unanswered points. 

But Esher clawed their way 
back and their sheer physicality 
gave them the edge necessary 
to win. 

Blackheath host Wharfedale 
on September 15 at 3pm. 

Financial problem 
ends Royals bid 

BASKETBALL Hopes of an early 
revival of east London basketball 
rivalry - promised when the MK 
Lions made plans to move into 
the Copper Box on the Olympic 
site - have been postponed. 

The other half of the rivalry 
-the East London Royals 
franchise - have failed to make 
the British Basketball League 
this season. It is understood that 
financial reasons are behind the 
withdrawal of their name. 


WEST HAM 


Irons will be keen 
for away victory 

WEST Ham look to resume their winning ways at 
Norwich at the weekend with their international stars 
back in the fold. 

Winston Reid, of New Zealand and James Collins, of 
Wales saw competitive action while Yossi Benayoun 
of Israel and Stephen Henderson joined up with the 
Israel and Republic of Ireland squads respectively for 
friendlies. 

After a 5-0 drubbing on the opening day of the 
Premier League, Norwich have clawed back some form, 
taking a point at White Hart Lane before the break and 
sitting just above the relegation zone. 

But with Andy Carroll sidelined through injury, 
manager Sam Allardyce will have to look for others on 
his roster to make an impact. 


WEEKEND 

FLUTTER 


WITH THE 

rf/uW. r v' 


■ Aston Villa made a dreadful start to the season 
and were beaten 3-1 in their last home game 
against Everton, but they showed a lot more steel 
in an impressive 1-1 draw at Newcastle last time 
out. They're a good bet to beat Swansea. 


RACING 


■ Doncaster should be buzzing on Saturday 
afternoon, and St Leger aside there is some 
top-class action to look forward to. The 
Champagne Stakes over seven furlongs on Town 
Moor looks a cracker, and Dundonnell should 
take a lot of beating for the Roger Charlton yard. 
Later on the card. Strong Suit looks value at 7-2 
to win the Park Stakes. 

For daily expert advice, top tips and the latest 
news from our experts go to racingpost.com 
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DURING ALL LIVE PREMIER LEAGUE AND CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
FIXTURES THROUGHOUT SEPTEMBER: 


BUCKET OF TEN BECKS: £30 

FOUR PINT JUGS OF CARLING 
AND LONDON PRIDE: £12.00 

BOTTLE OF HOUSE WHITE 
OR RED: £12.00 
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THE CAT AND CANARY 
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